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Friday, March 2, 2018 
7:30am - 3:45pm 
TCC West Campus  

Student Union 

Forward 
Thinking 

Sponsored by the TCC Faculty Association and Engaged Learning Division 

 

2 

Professor Hewlett is a 
graduate of Bucknell 
University, the University of 
Connecticut, and the 
University of Rochester. He 
currently serves as 
Professor of Biology and the 
Director of Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing at Finger Lakes 
Community College in Canandaigua, NY.  In addition to teaching, he 
serves as the Executive Director of the Community College 
Undergraduate Research Initiative.   

Professor Hewlett serves on the Editorial Board of the National Center 
for Case Study Teaching in Science at the University of Buffalo and is 
on the Editorial Board of The American Society of Cell Biology’s CBE 
Life Sciences Education journal. He serves on the Advisory Board for 

Rochester Institute of Technology’s Center for Bioscience 
Education and Technology (CBET) and is a member of the 
Steering Committee for the University of Georgia’s RCN-
UBE Course-based Undergraduate Research Experiences 
Network (CUREnet) and the Ecological Society of 
America’s Next Generation Careers RCN-UBE.  He is the 
recipient of the 2005 State University of New York 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching, and the 
2016 State University of New York Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Scholarship and Creative Activities. 

Professor Hewlett’s educational and scientific research 
interests include the use of the Case Study Method of 
teaching science, and the employment of problem-based 
learning strategies to connect student research to 
classroom theory. 

Special Guest:  
Jim Hewlett 
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A 
G 
E 
N 
D 
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7:30am—8:00am  Check‐in / Con nental Breakfast  West Campus Student Union Gallery 

8:15am—9:00am   Keynote Speaker: Jim Hewle   West Campus Auditorium 

9:15am—10:00am   Breakout Session One  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

10:10am—10:55am   Breakout Session Two  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

11:05am—11:50am   Breakout Session Three  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

12:00pm—12:45pm   Lunch Break  West Campus Student Union Gallery 

12:55pm—1:40pm  Breakout Session Four  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

1:50pm—2:35pm  Breakout Session Five  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

2:45pm—3:30pm  Breakout Session Six  WC Classrooms (see session details) 

3:30pm—3:45pm  Wrap‐up / Evalua on  West Campus Student Union Gallery 

Time  Descrip on  Loca on 
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Session Presentation Topic Presenter(s) Name(s) Room 

1 

Fostering Community in Classrooms, 
Committees, the College, and Beyond Cathy Bankston L-136 

Research as Pedagogy Driving Cultural 
Shifts Jim Hewlett L-240 

So Long, Back Row: Using the Flipgrid 
App to Amplify Your Students' Voices Kasty France L-236 

The Surprising Role of the Heart in the 
Learning Process Nancy Vitali L-140 

2 

Techniques of Course-Embedded 
Assessment Allison Tifft L-136 

Strategies for Active Learning Cheryl Bates L-236 

Research at Tulsa Community College: 
Interdisciplinary Investigation and Tool 

Development 

Diana Spencer, Janice Airhart, Mona 
Easterling, Anne Cross, Christine 

Thompson, and Mary Phillips 
L-240 

Why Themes Work: Neuroplasticity and 
Themed Courses Lauren Baker L-140 

3 

Get 'Em Out of Their Seats Chris Myers-Baker and Jane 
Varmecky L-136 

Undergraduate Research: Building 
Success Through Collaboration Diana Spencer and Jim Hewlett L-240 

Culinary Italian Pamela Chew L-236 

Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Team-Teaching But Were Afraid to Ask Shaun Peevasser and Steven Woods L-140 

4 

Misinformation All Around Us: Strategies 
to Spot the Real Fake News Adam Brennan and Beverly Bailey i-136 

Team Based Learning Austin Walden L-136 

AASHE and the STARS Program Cindy Shanks, Mike Limas, and Rob 
Katz L-240 

Using Improv Games As a Tool in the 
Classroom Mark and Bethanie Frank L-140 

An Integrated Approach to Research 
Instruction in Undergraduate classes Rita Howell and Janice Wilson L-236 

5 

Cite Your Sources with Zotero Adam Brennan and Amy Lagers i-136 

Dudes, Divas, & Drama Jennette Royster and Dr. Eileen 
Richardson L-136 

Does Course Length Impact Student 
Success? Julie Luscomb L-140 

Teaching Data Ethics Sabrina Ripp L-236 
Reading the Presidents: One Man’s 
Journey Through the Biographies of 

Every US President 
Thomas Rowe L-240 

Thinking Outside the Final Exam Block Heather Wilburn L-136 

OpenStax Course Development (BIOL 
1114 & BIOL 1224): A Transformative 

Learning Experience 

Mary Phillips, Jennifer Kneafsey, 
Melissa Masse, and Ephanie DeBey L-140 

Research and Writing: From Praha to 
Prague Philip D. Smith L-236 

Optimize Learning Effectiveness Based 
on the Neuroscience Behind the Design 

Rita Robbins, Microsoft World Wide 
Learning, Master Trainer of Trainers  L-240 

6 
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Keynote Presentation 
Presented By Special Guest:  
Jim Hewlett 
8:15am - 9:00am  
West Campus Auditorium 

Continental Breakfast 
and Check-in 
7:30am - 8:00am  
West Campus Student Union Gallery 

Active-Learning in the Classroom: 
Strategies, Obstacles, and Impacts 

Description: Instruction that involves traditional 
techniques like lecture and discussion often has the effect 
of turning a significant number of students into passive 
learners. Recent studies have shown that deep learning for 
all students can be achieved when methods are employed 
that engage the minds of the students in active problem 
solving and the application of conceptual knowledge and 
skills. While "active learning" may be the latest buzzwords 
in education, the principles are now taking root in the 
educational research literature. In this talk, the concept of 
active learning will be introduced along with some of the 
most recent reports that include recommendations on 
educational reform efforts. Several case studies will be 
presented to highlight the potential impact that active 
learning can have on student outcomes. 
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Fostering Community in Classrooms, 
Committees, the College, and Beyond 

Presented by: Cathy Bankston 

Location: L-136 

Description: Are you feeling a little worn down by 
all the changes at TCC? Do you feel less connected 
and less cared for? Let’s come together as faculty in 
this session to discuss ways we can (re)create a 
culture of care among colleagues, in our disciplines, 
and with our students. This discussion-oriented session 
will focus on the current research about creating 
community, and we will share current successful 
practices as well as brainstorm future ideas we can 
implement throughout the college. 

Research as Pedagogy Driving Cultural 
Shifts 

Presented by: Jim Hewlett  

Location: L-240 

Description: As a pedagogical approach, 
undergraduate research can be considered a disruptive 
innovation for community colleges. In this session, we 
will explore how the culture of a public 2-year institution 
contains barriers to innovation and how change agents 
can be drivers of cultural shifts that remove those 
critical barriers. 

Breakout Session One 
9:15am - 10:00am 
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So Long, Back Row: Using the Flipgrid 
App to Amplify Your Students' Voices 

Presented by: Kasty France 

Location: L-236 

Description: Learning loves community and 
students love their phones. Flipgrid allows instructors to 
create authentic learning experiences in an easy-to-
use, free format; students get to use their phones to 
create, share, and learn. This presentation will provide 
an introduction to the app, how-to handouts, and 
examples of multi-disciplinary uses. 

The Surprising Role of the Heart in the 
Learning Process 

Presented by: Nancy Vitali 

Location: L-140 

Description: Research since the 1960's over the 
heart's response to stress indicates that although the 
brain is deemed as a master computer of the body that 
tells the rest of the body what to do, the heart sends far 
more signals to the brain than the reverse. We will 
discuss the tools these scientists developed to help 
students learn and help people cope with stress. 
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Techniques of Course-Embedded 
Assessment 

Presented by: Allison Tifft 

Location: L-136 

Description: Course embedded assessment is the 
use of authentic course assignments to assess student 
learning. This approach is advantageous due to its  
pre-existing link to curriculum. This presentation will 
discuss different techniques and examples of course-
embedded assessments and how to align them with 
student learning outcomes. 

Strategies for Active Learning 

Presented by: Cheryl Bates 

Location: L-236 

Description: Do your students hear the teacher 
voice in Charlie Brown during lecture? This session will 
present strategies to help engage the students in active 
learning. Discussion will include the use of guided 
notes, recorded lectures, games/activities (i.e. 
matching, Kahoot!, Jeopardy, and more). 

Breakout Session Two 
10:10am - 10:55am 
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Research at Tulsa Community College: 
Interdisciplinary Investigation and Tool 
Development 

Presented by: Diana Spencer, Janice Airhart, Mona 
Easterling, Anne Cross, Christine Thompson, and Mary 
Phillips 

Location: L-240 

Description: Undergraduate research positively 
impacts a diverse student body with early and active 
involvement in foundational tools and course-based 
investigations. In this session we will share 
opportunities that are available to TCC students and 
faculty members. Interdisciplinary research 
investigations as well as research tool development will 
be shared. 

Why Themes Work: Neuroplasticity and 
Themed Courses 

Presented by: Lauren Baker 

Location: L-140 

Description: Teaching freshman composition 
courses with a current, relevant theme allows teachers 
to take advantage of the neuroplasticity of our students' 
brains. By connecting composition skills with a topic 
that students are exposed to on a daily basis, we give 
students a better chance at easily recalling the skills 
learned. 

 

10 

Get 'Em Out of Their Seats 

Presented by: Chris Myers-Baker and Jane 
Varmecky 

Location: L-136 

Description: Many students benefit from teaching/
learning approaches that include movement and brain 
breaks. This lively session will involve participants in 
specific activities that can be applied to all disciplines. 
Participants will experience the heightened clarity and 
energy in the classroom that these activities generate. 

Undergraduate Research: Building 
Success Through Collaboration 

Presented by: Diana Spencer and Jim Hewlett 

Location: L-240 

Description: Partner institutions in the Community 
College Undergraduate Research Initiative (CCURI) 
and TCC faculty have used varied collaborations to 
overcome barriers to develop course undergraduate 
research experiences. Examples of how collaborations 
have enhanced instructor scholarship and student 
instruction will be shared. In-depth investigations, rich 
discussions, and an energized learning community 
result. 

Breakout Session Three 
11:05am - 11:50am 
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Culinary Italian 

Presented by: Pamela Chew 

Location: L-236 

Description: Pamela Chew created the TCC Course, 
"Culinary Italian," which explains why Italians eat what 
they eat and why it varies from region to region. This 
will be a condensed lecture on this topic. 

Everything You Wanted to Know About 
Team-Teaching But Were Afraid to Ask 

Presented by: Shaun Peevasser and Steven Woods 

Location: L-140 

Description: Tired of the same routine prepping a 
course:? Bored with discussing points from the same 
perspectives? Looking for a way to inject energy into 
your classroom dynamic? Consider adopting an under-
utilized approach: team teaching! Steven and Shaun 
will discuss strategies, obstacles. and solutions while 
team teaching their course at TCC. 

Lunch 
12:00pm - 12:45pm (WC Gallery) 
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Misinformation All Around Us: Strategies 
to Spot the Real Fake News 

Presented by: Adam Brennan and Beverly Bailey 

Location: WCi-136 

Description: This sessions will focus on strategies 
and tools for spotting misleading or fraudulent 
information online. Participants will learn about natural 
human behaviors that make us susceptible to believing 
baloney and how to fact check resources. A great 
session for communications, political science, 
psychology, or anyone looking to boost critical thinking 
skills. 

Team-Based Learning 

Presented by: Austin Walden 

Location: L-136 

Description: TBL (Team-Based Learning) is an 
increasingly popular pedagogy that promotes student 
engagement. This is a hands-on session geared 
toward helping faculty understand and use TBL. 

Breakout Session Four 
12:55pm - 1:40pm 
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Using Improv Games As a Tool in the 
Classroom 

Presented by: Mark and Bethanie Frank 

Location: L-140 

Description: Having a hard time getting your class 
to focus? Do you have some students uninterested, 
unmotivated, maybe they hate the class? A great ice 
breaker on the first day and during the course is to 
introduce improvisation games to build an ensemble of 
learning in the classroom. 

AASHE and the STARS Program 

Presented by: Cindy Shanks, Mike Limas, and Rob 
Katz 

Location: L-240 

Description: TCC is a member of AASHE (The 
Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education), whose STARS (Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment, and Rating System) program has guided 
many of our sustainability efforts. STARS is a self-reporting 
system that invites colleges and universities to report on 
progress made in the implementation of sustainable 
practices in academics, student life, community 
engagement initiatives, and in college operations. In this 
session, the presenters discuss criteria that make up the 
academic component of the STARS program. Come be a 
part of shaping TCC’s sustainable future relative to 
academic courses, and other academic offerings!  
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An Integrated Approach to Research 
Instruction in Undergraduate classes. 

Presented by: Rita Howell and Janice Wilson 

Location: L-236 

Description: This presentation will focus on a way 
for students who are often inadequately prepared to 
conduct college-level research to succeed in research-
based projects through a curriculum plan that 
integrates research instruction with composition 
lessons throughout the semester. Students can apply 
research skills across the curriculum. 

Cite Your Sources with Zotero 

Presented by: Adam Brennan and Amy Lagers 

Location: WCi-136 

Description: Zotero is a free citation management 
program designed to help researchers organize reference 
sources. Participants will learn how to: install Zoetero on 
their own device, use the personalized online "library" 
space, collect and organize citations, collaborate with 
colleagues, and create citations and bibliographies using 
Zotero with MS Word. 

Breakout Session Five 
1:50pm - 2:35pm 
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Dudes, Divas, & Drama 

Presented by: Jennette Royster and Dr. Eileen 
Richardson 

Location: L-136 

Description: We will discuss and model the 
process that focuses on student created role-playing 
and drama activities to use with classroom content that 
engages students and inspires their creativity and 
critical thinking. Participants will collaborate and create 
dialogue or short skits and perform them. 

Does Course Length Impact Student 
Success? 

Presented by: Julie Luscomb 

Location: L-140 

Description: Faculty have debated whether or not 
shorter length courses adequately prepare students for 
subsequent courses. This research project analyzes 
scheduling, demographic, and academic factors 
primarily impact student success. Research results will 
be presented. 
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Teaching Data Ethics 

Presented by: Sabrina Ripp 

Location: L-236 

Description: This session will include 
conversations about confidentiality, informed consent, 
special populations, and the history of Institutional 
Research Boards. Participants will see available 
resources and hear how to incorporate these topics in 
the classroom. 

Reading the Presidents: One Man’s 
Journey Through the Biographies of 
Every US President 

Presented by: Thomas Rowe 

Location: L-240 

Description: There have been 44 presidents of the 
United States (present administration not included), 
and Tom Rowe has read a biography on each one. The 
presentation will answer the following questions: Why 
did he do it? What did he learn from it? And How can 
others do this? 
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Thinking Outside the Final Exam Block 

Presented by: Heather Wilburn 

Location: L-136 

Description: During the Fall 2017 final exam, my 
ethics students participated in a role-playing scenario 
designed to test their understanding of the approaches 
to ethics we covered throughout the semester. The 
objective is to foster deeper learning by stimulating 
students with critical discussion, application, and a 
meta-cognitive reflection on their thinking. 

OpenStax Course Development (BIOL 
1114 & BIOL 1224): A Transformative 
Learning Experience 

Presented by: Mary Phillips, Jennifer Kneafsey, 
Melissa Masse, and Ephanie DeBey 

Location: L-140 

Description: Biology faculty share OpenStax 
course development strategies that foster 
transformative learning experiences. Faculty will share 
deep inquiry and active learning activities that engage 
students in lecture, lab, or online course formats. You 
will leave this workshop with many great ideas and 
materials you can use! 

Breakout Session Six 
2:45pm - 3:30pm 
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Research and Writing: From Praha to 
Prague 

Presented by: Philip D. Smith 

Location: L-236 

Description: Focuses on the research done for the 
book, From Praha to Prague and will show the process 
from basic questioning to writing a research plan and 
the actual research. This will culminate in how busy 
professors can actually publish in today's environment. 

Optimize Learning Effectiveness Based 
on the Neuroscience Behind the Design 

Presented by: Rita Robbins, Microsoft World Wide 
Learning, Master Trainer of Trainers  

Location: L-240 

Description: Discussion on optimal landing of 
learning based on adult learning principles and the 
neuroscience behind why it works. This method speaks 
to a facilitated discussion style approach to classroom 
delivery, high engagement focused on optimal 
knowledge transfer and best potential to have the 
learning applied (change behavior.) 

Wrap-up & Evaluation 
3:30pm - 3:45pm (WC Gallery) 
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Stayonference offers top-notch professional development 
from learning leaders right here in your own community.   

No travel, no hotels, no hassles. 
26 Engaging Sessions 
40 Learning Leaders 

1 Location 
Lunch Provided 

There's Something for Everyone! 

 Register today at:  
https://stayonference2018.eventbrite.com  

Sponsored by the TCC Faculty Association and Engaged Learning Division 

Forward Thinking 


