
                       
 

            Research and Scholarly Activities and SEArCHH & ASPIRE Minutes                             
Sustainability, Energy, ACcesibility, Happiness, Health, And Social Policy, Interdisciplinary Research Explorations 

 

Meeting Minutes Thursday, September 7, 2017  
3:00 – 4:00 Board Room Southeast Campus 
 

Members Present Included:  
Doug Price, Anne Cross, Julie Porterfield, Mona Easterling, Mark Swanson, Neil Enis, Susan O’Neal, Janice Airhart, Mary 
Phillips, Cindy Shanks, Rob Katz, Dusti Sloan and Diana Spencer 
Subsequent Individual follow up with Mark Frank, Gay Phillips, Jeff Stuckey, Adam Brennan, and Laura Cowan 

Update Notes: 
Minutes from the Final Spring April 21, 2017 meeting were read, corrected, and approved. 

Discussions with Slides Included:  
 Summer student research included 4 OK INBRE Interns, the GAPC poster of the summer Applied Biology 

Research class, work completed by two SMART (OK INBRE funded) students and 3 TABERC student talks. 

 Diana shared information from the Biology CUR Councilor Summer Meeting June-July of 2017 in Flagstaff, 
Arizona.  Details included work on the Diversity and Inclusion Task Force, work as the Biology Newsletter co-
Editor, and a presentation with four colleagues at the conference.  Diana also shared the article covering the 
National CCURI Lab Methods Workshop that was published in the CUR Biology Newsletter (Spring/Summer 
2017). 

 Specific notes regarding attendance to the NCUR Memphis trip of students and faculty members were discussed 
with a future look to April 4-9, 2018 in Edmond, Oklahoma. 

 The full bus for Oklahoma Research Day in Enid, OK and the bioinformatics units with 190 students receiving 
instruction with the help of OK INBRE Bioinformatics Specialist, Jennie Allen were described. 

 Mary Phillips described NASA student internships at JPL and the potential use of Barry Goldwater Scholarship 
and deadlines. 

 New postings on the Engaged Learning Website were described with the Undergraduate Research Flier focused 
on students and the SEArCHH & ASPIRE Flier posted on the faculty portion of the web site. 

 Handouts included: Student Undergraduate Research Flier, Faculty SEArCHH & ASPIRE Flier, and the Fall 2017 
Research and Scholarly Activities Within the Engaged Learning Division information sheet. 

 Attendees were encouraged to see the new EL postings on the web site. 

 Future meeting dates of Friday, Oct 6, Nov 10, and Dec 1 at 10:00 a.m. were mentioned and will be held at the 
CC Floor 8 Large Classroom. 

Discussions Regarding Research Progress Included:  
Rob Katz shared his vision of “sustainability” being a unifying theme.  Since sustainability is the ability to 
continue a behavior indefinitely, and it includes environmental, economic, and social aspects, then most 
faculty are working on projects that include at least one of the named factors.  Rob shared about the joint 
Tree Campus USA, Service Learning could be connected through an analysis of botany specimens on campus. 
Susan O’Neal described the “Homeland” theme of the Honors Research Retreat to be held on Friday, October 
20 while Diana described the EPSCoR competition (immediately following the retreat) for one TCC 
representative to present at Research Day at the Capitol in the spring of 2018. 
Mona Easterling and Janice Airhart found ways to collaborate with their respective biology and composition 
courses regarding food and happiness. 
Most of the “foodies” group from 2016-2017 want to continue the project through the fall of 2017.  Multiple 
faculty continue brainstorming and planning. 
Adjourn and Next Meeting Set for October 6, 2017 
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R&SA October 13, Meeting Minutes  

Members Present Included: 

Mona Easterling, Adam Brennan, Mark Swanson, Susan O’Neal, Kelly Allen, Neil Enis, Laura Cowan, Janice Airhart, 

Rob Katz, Tommy Henderson, Gay Phillips, and Diana Spencer 

Update Notes: 

Minutes from the September, 2017 meeting were read, corrected, and approved. 

Learning Community Discussions Included: 

Workforce Development as an Undergraduate Research Issue was discussed using materials from the AAC&U with the 

Hart Research Associates.   

 Key Findings from the 2013 Survey of Employers: 

 It Takes More than a Major: Employer Priorities for College Learning and Student Success: Overview and Key 

Findings 

 Falling Short? College Learning and Career Success 

 Presentation: Falling Short? College Learning and Career Success 

Internet sites that were accessed included: 

https://www.aacu.org/leap/public-opinion-research/2015-slides 

https://www.aacu.org/leap/presidentstrust/compact/2013SurveySummary 

https://www.aacu.org/leap/public-opinion-research/2015-survey-falling-short  

http://www.aacu.org/sites/default/files/files/LEAP/KeyFindingsfrom2013SurveyofEmployers.pdf  

Using the slides, we discussed the Learner Outcomes that at least four in five employers rate as very important and the 

finding that the majority of employers believe it takes both specific skills and broad knowledge to achieve long-term 

career success. 

 

Development of several web site pieces was described.  Included is the site designed by Adam Brennan, the engaged 

learning site, and the bioscience site designed by Janice Airhart.  Adam described recent changes to the “Arts” portion of 

the site.  Reports that will be included the TCC Faculty self-report of research activities through a qualtrics survey, and a 

newsletter and catalog survey of the term “research” will be posted. 

 

Regarding travel, we plan to take one or two TCC vans to the Oklahoma Research Day with funds described for NCUR 

travel.  Funds include: the TCC Foundation Fund of $7,380, EL funds, and OK INBRE, and OK INBRE travel funds 

secured through application and award (Spencer/ Student and Sloan/ Student). 

 

Future events include the November bioinformatics outreach on the SE Campus, the GMO lab research in several biology 

classes, two Research Externship AppliCations workshops (REACH) in October, the Honors Research Retreat in October 

and Tulsa Research Day (with a theme of Entrepreneurship) in November.  Specifically, Susan O’Neal described details 

of the Honors Research Retreat. 

 

Faculty discussed the research themes that are developing for the SEArCHH & ASPIRE interdisciplinary units.  Food and 

Happiness, Nature and Sustainability, Personal and Social Responsibility are the broad themes and faculty described their 

loose commitments to those themes. 

 

Next meeting dates: Nov 10, Dec 1, 10 a.m. CC Floor 8 Large Classroom 

ADJOURN at 11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 
 

https://www.aacu.org/leap/public-opinion-research/2015-slides
https://www.aacu.org/leap/presidentstrust/compact/2013SurveySummary
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            Research and Scholarly Activities and SEArCHH & ASPIRE Minutes                             
Sustainability, Energy, ACcesibility, Happiness, Health, And Social Policy, Interdisciplinary Research Explorations 

 

Meeting Minutes Thursday, November 10, 2017  
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
Conference Center Large Classroom; Floor 8 
 
Members Present Included:  
Mona Easterling, Mary Phillips, Gay Phillips, Rob Katz, Janice Airhart, Debbie Batson, and Diana Spencer 

Update Notes: 
Minutes from October 13 meeting were read, corrected and approved. 

Discussions with Slides Included:  

 The Honors Research Retreat was very successful, with a good student/alumni panel and several 

Bioscience Representatives present to answer questions.  An EPSCoR poster competition, which was 

open to all disciplines, selected Biotech student Christy Eslinger’s poster to represent TCC. 

 Dr. Spencer has been busy with Bioinformatics Outreach at Southeast Campus, along with an OK-INBRE 

representative. 

 Recent events at which TCC was well represented include: 

o The Oklahoma Academy of Science conference at RSU on 11/4 

o REACh student workshops at Southeast Campus (9 attending) and Metro Campus (with 6 

attending).  Students learned about internship opportunities and applications process. 

o Tulsa Research Day at OU on 11/10, with about 10 TCC students, mostly from the sciences 

presenting posters 

o GMO research continues in 7 Biology for Majors classes, led by faculty Mary Phillips, Anne 

Cross, Christine Thompson, and Diana Spencer.  There are issues with sustainability of these 

projects because of kit expense.  SLO’s will be evaluated in the near future. 

 There was good feedback on the recent survey regarding participation in the NCUR Conference in April.  

Some faculty indicated they would be staying two nights.  Twelve rooms have been reserved.  Van 

drivers will be needed for travel to or from on April 5 and 6, 2018. 

 Next meeting is scheduled for December 1 at 10 am at West Campus as part of the Engaged Learning 

Faculty Showcase. 

 
Discussions Regarding Research Progress Included:  
Diana Spencer encouraged members to explore the National Alliance for Broader Impacts (NABI) web site 

through OU’s web site as a schema to be followed for developing research.  Their focus is undergraduate 

research.  The web site is www.broaderimpacts.net.  

Discussion regarding abstract creation and interdisciplinary research groups followed.  A sample abstract 

format was presented. Gay Phillips commented that one of her students may not yet have data by the time 

the abstracts are due (Dec. 5), but she was encouraged to submit without the data.  All members were 

encouraged to check the NCUR site for 2016 archived abstracts for ideas. 

http://www.broaderimpacts.net/


There are several projects that might be ready for submission by December 5, including the cataloging project 

of trees on campus.  Rob mentioned a conference that would help train students on learning to measure tree 

circumference, in conjunction with Up With Trees.  A tour would be provided to give everyone a sense for 

what needs to be done. 

Rob also mentioned that the TU library and Writing Center is working with students on writing up research 

and suggested they might be a resource for TCC.  Perhaps a presentation to a R&SA meeting in the future 

would be helpful. They are creating a visual approach to the research process that should engage students and 

faculty.  It was suggested that the February 15 Professional Day would be a possible date for such a 

presentation. 

Discussion followed about the specific studies being conducted regarding food and/or sustainability.  Mona 

and Janice were encouraged to see if IRB approval is required to contribute their data to the abstract under 

construction. 

There is a Sustainability Conference on February 22 at the Center for Creativity, and it was suggested that 

perhaps students could present at that event. 

Next meeting date: Dec. 1 at 10 am at West Campus.  The meeting has been changed to the Floor 8 Large 

Classroom at 10a.m. at the Conference Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Research and Scholarly Activities and SEArCHH & ASPIRE Minutes  
Sustainability, Energy, ACcesibility, Happiness, Health, And Social Policy, Interdisciplinary Research Explorations 

 
Meeting Minutes for Friday, December 1, 2017 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Conference Center Large Classroom, Floor 8 
 
Members Present:   
Cindy Shanks, Kelly Allen, Gay Phillips, Linda Monks, Susan O’Neal, Mona Easterling, Mark Swanson, Jerilyn Schultz, Mary 
Phillips, and Janice Airhart. 
 
Update Notes: 
Minutes from November 10 meeting were distributed and approved. 
 
Teaching & Learning Showcase: 
First Year Experience adjunct Linda Monks presented information about attending a High Impact Learning seminar with 
Cindy Shanks and how that inspired her to add engaging activities to her FYE class.  She emphasized the importance of 
focusing on student needs and student success and described an activity she incorporated into her class called “Crossing 
the Line.” She provided handouts about the activity and related how impactful the activity was in her class in helping 
students express themselves, including regarding painful experiences, in a safe environment.  She also advocated the 
value of including a Service Learning component to classes and described her students’ presentations about their SL 
volunteer activities.  Linda also has made good use of the “Monday Morning Mentor” series from Engaged Learning this 
semester. 
 
Reflections on April, 2017 NCUR Conference: 
Several people who attended the conference spoke about the impact of the sessions on their philosophy of teaching and 

engaging in research, including the following points: 

 Cindy announced that the TCC Molecular Methods class poster had received one of three awards at the CCURI 

colloquiem in Austin this week. 

 The wide range of projects was interesting, and allowed faculty to step outside their own disciplines to learn 

about others. (Mary) 

 Several said there would be students ready to present in April, 2018 (Mark, Gay, Mary).  There may be a good 

number of students presenting.  Funding to underwrite student travel was discussed, with options such as WISH 

Book, Student Life Grants, Science Club funds, etc.  Cindy will explore the possibility of Student Life grants with 

Jennifer Beatty.  There may also be some operational funds in Engaged Learning. 

 All who attended expressed that the experience was a positive one, and several individual presentations were 

mentioned as inspiring and impressive. 

 Susan expressed that she discovered, in listening to one presenter, that she would like to focus more on 

teaching her students to read and interpret primary sources.  She would like her students to learn how to 

conduct interviews, take field notes, and other research activities.  She feels she teaches her class differently as 

a result of the conference. 

 There was some discussion about the limitations of time to teach research methods in most classes, while also 

teaching content.  One of the fundamental questions is what the mission of a community college is. Also, how 

much should be expected of lower level courses?  Having students for only two years doesn’t allow for long-



term research projects or to learn from junior/senior students who engage in research.  All agreed it’s a delicate 

balance between teaching content of the discipline and teaching research mindset.  Both are valuable and will 

be important for students as they move forward in their education or career. 

 Jerilyn mentioned that she was pleased to realize that not all research has to be complex.  Some of the 

presentations she attended were not as in-depth as she would have expected.  She appreciated that fact, 

because it makes the possibility of doing research more achievable.  She commented that students can begin to 

build research skills as freshman and sophomores and add as they go along. 

 Kelly feels a responsibility to see that her students accumulate a certain foundation in content, in case they 

advance to higher levels of education, where they will be expected to have certain skills. That makes it hard to 

assign research projects that require much time, but feels it can be done with group projects. It was suggested 

that the content they needed to obtain could be the focus of projects, so that students learn the content in the 

process of researching. 

 Gay was amazed at the quality and variety of topics at NCUR.  She especially enjoyed the interactions between 

presenters and attendees.  She was encouraged by the group projects and the level of research they achieved. 

 Mark also remarked on the high level of research he saw.  He’s trying to revise his research strategies and “up 

his game” for students.  He thinks he’ll have to break projects down to manageable parts. 

 Kelly commented on the fact that some students are ready at freshman level to tackle complex projects, while 

others are not; this is also a challenge.  

 There was some discussion about the concept of providing students with a broad background of knowledge to 

become better students and citizens.  Technology was also mentioned as an influencer, for good or evil. 

 The concepts of co-curricular classes or cohort development were discussed, in which some professors teach 

students how to conduct research, while others teach content and expect students to conduct research in their 

own disciplines.  A collaborative approach seemed the best to accomplish that. 

 Cindy mentioned the “Design Institute” which will be announced soon to allow professors in teams to design 

courses, components of courses, or cohorts.  Applications will be accepted, beginning in January. This will be a 

faculty development program initiated by Engaged Learning and will involve faculty stipends for a five-day 

seminar. 

 


