
WEBVTT 

 

1 

00:00:05.160 --> 00:00:16.800 

Dewayne Dickens: hello, Dr pain Thank you so much for joining us in today's session we're going to talk 

about the voices of greenwood and we are so glad you are here with us. 

 

2 

00:00:18.150 --> 00:00:24.390 

jocelyn: Well, thank you dwayne Dr Dickens I really appreciate being invited to be here. 

 

3 

00:00:25.650 --> 00:00:36.780 

Dewayne Dickens: you're we're glad that you're here, so I just want to ask you, first question, what is 

your connection to greenwood and the race massacre. 

 

4 

00:00:38.070 --> 00:00:44.130 

jocelyn: My primary connection is that I am an original tolson. 

 

5 

00:00:46.020 --> 00:00:59.070 

jocelyn: My other connection is through my father's aren't who lived right off of greenwood and at 

whose home, I spent a lot of time as a very young person. 

 

6 

00:01:00.330 --> 00:01:09.360 

jocelyn: And my friends grandmother who lived right behind her and also had a business that was on 

bring wood avenue. 

 



7 

00:01:11.520 --> 00:01:27.450 

Dewayne Dickens: Great Thank you when when you consider the green what time of year 1921 around 

that period, what do you see as the same and different between then and now. 

 

8 

00:01:29.550 --> 00:01:38.700 

jocelyn: Well, in some ways, then, especially when I was a young person and certainly before I was born 

with at the time of the. 

 

9 

00:01:40.740 --> 00:01:48.420 

jocelyn: brace massacre Tulsa was an extremely segregated racially community. 

 

10 

00:01:50.130 --> 00:02:01.170 

jocelyn: It would remain segregated racially when I was a younger person and lived here as a child um. 

 

11 

00:02:02.790 --> 00:02:20.760 

jocelyn: And I think to to a very large extent, it remains segregated and certainly the residue of the 

earlier segregation and all that that involved is still here within this Community. 

 

12 

00:02:25.380 --> 00:02:39.780 

Dewayne Dickens: That is a that's a common statement that people are acknowledging and i'm I am 

wondering how will grapple with that, as we continue in this work that we know needs to happen to 

improve our Community. 

 

13 



00:02:41.340 --> 00:02:57.930 

jocelyn: Like interesting to engage with both black and white interviewers um I suspect that many of the 

white people, the non black people. 

 

14 

00:02:59.640 --> 00:03:05.730 

jocelyn: will be people who talk about how much they enjoyed growing up here. 

 

15 

00:03:06.810 --> 00:03:30.900 

jocelyn: Who can talk about what a wonderful place Tulsa wise for them for living and how inviting it 

always has been, as a community in which to raise young people, and I think that that will probably offer 

a contrast to what most people remember about Tulsa. 

 

16 

00:03:32.190 --> 00:03:39.210 

jocelyn: Many of the icons that were of that the period of time during which I grew up. 

 

17 

00:03:40.560 --> 00:03:52.800 

jocelyn: are actually icons of a white community, they did not allow black people to go there were 

people who were not white were not welcomed in those places. 

 

18 

00:03:53.520 --> 00:04:09.330 

jocelyn: um, and yet they remain pillars of the Community kinds of places they remain places that are 

associated with very positive memories of the people who did get to go there. 

 

19 

00:04:11.520 --> 00:04:26.520 



Dewayne Dickens: I could see that, and you know, certainly in this set of interviews it's sort of coming 

from the lens of thinking about it through the rice massacred for greenwood so I don't know that. 

 

20 

00:04:28.380 --> 00:04:30.240 

Dewayne Dickens: As much of that would emerge. 

 

21 

00:04:30.690 --> 00:04:51.120 

Dewayne Dickens: Because painted in how do you remember greenwood, but I think if we ask a 

different question, how do you remember your experiences in Tulsa that question would generate I 

think the type of comparison that you suggested that I think it's a really good question too. 

 

22 

00:04:52.620 --> 00:04:55.050 

Dewayne Dickens: So we may have to modify some things to get to them. 

 

23 

00:04:56.760 --> 00:04:57.330 

jocelyn: I don't know. 

 

24 

00:04:58.380 --> 00:05:08.610 

Dewayne Dickens: yeah that will be interesting, and so I think one of the things that we can do, because 

of these interviews is we'll be able to. 

 

25 

00:05:09.720 --> 00:05:25.800 

Dewayne Dickens: sort of share them and that can bring up additional discussion when we have the 

different communities together talking and single based on what that person shared what were your 

experiences, I think, yours is a great. 



 

26 

00:05:27.300 --> 00:05:36.360 

Dewayne Dickens: Great follow up question when interviews are being shared, so thank you, thank you 

for that, so another question for you. 

 

27 

00:05:36.780 --> 00:05:41.340 

Dewayne Dickens: When you think about the stories about the race massacre that. 

 

28 

00:05:41.730 --> 00:05:51.330 

Dewayne Dickens: have been passed along to you and to others what were some what are some stories 

that really stand out to you that resonated with you that. 

 

29 

00:05:53.130 --> 00:05:53.730 

Dewayne Dickens: want to. 

 

30 

00:05:53.910 --> 00:05:54.390 

Dewayne Dickens: Talk about. 

 

31 

00:05:55.890 --> 00:06:12.150 

jocelyn: I think the idea that the Community itself rebuilt itself rebuilt its own business district, despite 

efforts on the part of the city, not to have that happen or to make that more difficult. 

 

32 

00:06:13.080 --> 00:06:28.500 



jocelyn: i'm that resonates with me at back that lots of people that I, that I am sure we're involved as 

survivors, later on, of the race massacre. 

 

33 

00:06:29.910 --> 00:06:31.440 

jocelyn: we're not. 

 

34 

00:06:32.730 --> 00:06:47.460 

jocelyn: eager to tell that story, because it wasn't there pent up pinnacle achievement, and those are 

probably two of the things that I think are most important to carry forward. 

 

35 

00:06:48.930 --> 00:07:04.470 

jocelyn: I knew several of those people, they were people around him I grew up, they were people who 

were related to people that I knew extraordinarily well or they were people who made careers in 

schools. 

 

36 

00:07:07.260 --> 00:07:18.750 

jocelyn: And they didn't talk so much about the race massacre, nor did my on top so much about the 

race massacre nor my grant my friends grandmother. 

 

37 

00:07:19.920 --> 00:07:25.170 

jocelyn: Who was pretty much my local grandmother as well um. 

 

38 

00:07:26.250 --> 00:07:30.660 

jocelyn: And I think that part of that had to do also. 



 

39 

00:07:31.980 --> 00:07:36.510 

jocelyn: With the fact that they did not want to raise embittered children. 

 

40 

00:07:37.650 --> 00:07:48.270 

jocelyn: They didn't want they didn't stand for anyone having impediments to their own dreams and 

they certainly didn't want to have to deal with. 

 

41 

00:07:48.900 --> 00:08:01.500 

jocelyn: Children who wanted to be angry about something that didn't happen to them, but happened in 

other to other people in their life, who were in their lives. 

 

42 

00:08:04.410 --> 00:08:15.150 

Dewayne Dickens: And that actually makes perfect sense at you know from From that perspective, we 

certainly see the consequences that. 

 

43 

00:08:15.720 --> 00:08:31.650 

Dewayne Dickens: That emerge often when when we don't share history and the above those are 

always challenges, so I want to move at to consider how we reach into the future for children. 

 

44 

00:08:32.310 --> 00:08:40.380 

Dewayne Dickens: And how history for going back to what past generations have shared with children, I 

want to think about it. 

 



45 

00:08:40.890 --> 00:08:53.580 

Dewayne Dickens: In terms of African American and non African American children when you think 

about the greenwood history, what do you think are African American children should know about 

greenwood and its history. 

 

46 

00:08:54.810 --> 00:09:09.390 

jocelyn: I think it's probably most important and I had a young person explained to me that there was no 

rebuilding they left they told the whole story without telling about the rebuilding and I got really 

incensed with them. 

 

47 

00:09:10.470 --> 00:09:27.720 

jocelyn: I think it's important that the story should be told as a story of triumph for the people who were 

involved and not as a story of how another Community. 

 

48 

00:09:29.400 --> 00:09:40.410 

jocelyn: came into the black community and destroyed it, because if you add in the part about, and then 

the black people rebuilt it. 

 

49 

00:09:41.670 --> 00:09:50.790 

jocelyn: Your harkening in to unpacking into a tangle of black people who. 

 

50 

00:09:52.200 --> 00:09:59.400 

jocelyn: didn't really believe that their Community relied on endorsement by other people. 

 

51 



00:10:00.600 --> 00:10:14.310 

jocelyn: Or that the conditions that were visited upon their community by other people were the only 

way to have that Community be but the vibrant. 

 

52 

00:10:15.630 --> 00:10:29.940 

jocelyn: I think it's important that young African American people black people have the opportunity to 

to know that their grandparents just sit down. 

 

53 

00:10:31.890 --> 00:10:35.760 

jocelyn: There bad things happened to them, they rebuilt. 

 

54 

00:10:35.910 --> 00:10:44.940 

jocelyn: What had been important to them had been most important to them now, the people came 

back again and did some other things that enticed. 

 

55 

00:10:46.320 --> 00:11:01.200 

jocelyn: Many of the people who had many of the descendant to a bit whose families had been involved 

in the rebuilding they they ended up perhaps enticed to live a little bit differently, and therefore to. 

 

56 

00:11:02.610 --> 00:11:22.200 

jocelyn: have different experiences later in their lives, but for the most part, their triumphs what their 

triumphs were involved in rebuilding rather than in having that part of their community destroyed. 

 

57 

00:11:24.510 --> 00:11:38.310 



Dewayne Dickens: Thank you, that certainly that rebuilding and and just having a dream and maybe 

maybe just that idea of never giving up on a dream, no matter what obstacles come. 

 

58 

00:11:39.420 --> 00:11:53.010 

Dewayne Dickens: to preventing it or trying to stop it, so that even the original building a greenwood 

then an obstacle occurs whatever whatever it's race prejudice. 

 

59 

00:11:54.270 --> 00:12:08.460 

Dewayne Dickens: Just economic woes or just not having the resources, the land and then rebuilding 

and then something else happens and then rebuilding and then something else happens and then 

rebuilding. 

 

60 

00:12:08.760 --> 00:12:19.260 

Dewayne Dickens: So just that pursuit of a dream, unlike that sort of lens, and this is a, this is a people 

with the dream, who never give up on it. 

 

61 

00:12:20.010 --> 00:12:29.100 

jocelyn: Right right, and I think that that's really important that also goes back to they didn't the people 

who didn't talk about it. 

 

62 

00:12:30.060 --> 00:12:37.140 

jocelyn: Not wanting to raise them bitter children not wanting to be a browned embittered children they 

wanted children. 

 

63 

00:12:38.040 --> 00:12:51.480 



jocelyn: Who would pursue their dreams their aspirations, without having to be the children who also 

sat around and said, but they won't let me. 

 

64 

00:12:52.290 --> 00:13:09.330 

jocelyn: They don't support this they don't do this or that that wasn't part of the deal that was not on a 

loud kind of thinking or an allowed kind of statement in many families that I knew about. 

 

65 

00:13:10.590 --> 00:13:28.260 

Dewayne Dickens: As usual, you, you make me think of things so and now now, I see the greenwood 

pioneers as drink keepers dream makers and and looking at it from that perspective is that you know we 

can instill in our children, this idea of you to. 

 

66 

00:13:29.400 --> 00:13:30.990 

Dewayne Dickens: Our dream maker. 

 

67 

00:13:32.190 --> 00:13:48.510 

Dewayne Dickens: So I like that, so when we think about our non African American children who are 

equally part of this history in Tibet in different ways, of course, what do you think they should know 

about Greenland and its history. 

 

68 

00:13:49.440 --> 00:14:00.180 

jocelyn: I think that they too should be aware of the rebuilding effort, I think that they should know that 

efforts were made to make it more difficult. 

 

69 

00:14:01.260 --> 00:14:16.080 



jocelyn: They should be aware of that, and yet it still happened, and they should be aware of the thing, 

and they should stop doing them, they should they should be aware that stopping them is a hard task. 

 

70 

00:14:16.620 --> 00:14:26.010 

jocelyn: Because it's part of how everybody has grown up, but it has to be stopped now and they're 

thinking has to shift. 

 

71 

00:14:28.620 --> 00:14:38.070 

jocelyn: But I think it's important that they too should be aware that the people who live to your who 

lived through these disasters. 

 

72 

00:14:38.910 --> 00:15:03.300 

jocelyn: Also, this disaster also came back into that same space and rebuilt it despite efforts to the city's 

the city's efforts to the contrary, and that this the city did not actually make those efforts, those were 

individuals, those were families, many of whom benefited. 

 

73 

00:15:04.530 --> 00:15:15.810 

jocelyn: From both ways from from the whole situation both ways they benefited first as members of 

the Tulsa community who. 

 

74 

00:15:17.400 --> 00:15:36.360 

jocelyn: raise the prices and didn't ever weren't ever willing to allow for things like insurance payments 

to be made to people who lost i'm client who had claims to be filed and we're not could not filed them 

during the race massacre. 

 

75 

00:15:37.380 --> 00:15:52.440 



jocelyn: There were families that benefited from that there were also families that benefited from being 

able to sell the products that will require during the rebuilding and, in some instances, those were the 

same people they just got richer. 

 

76 

00:15:54.210 --> 00:16:06.870 

jocelyn: And people need to understand that I think many of the people in Tulsa who are not African 

American need to understand that the money that they made came as a result. 

 

77 

00:16:07.590 --> 00:16:20.880 

jocelyn: or came about in part as result at least of artificial barriers to achievement that were put up by 

their grandparents that prevented. 

 

78 

00:16:23.070 --> 00:16:34.290 

jocelyn: African American people from competing on a level playing field for some of the money that 

they're still living on. 

 

79 

00:16:36.180 --> 00:16:45.630 

jocelyn: We act with in many instances we act as if it was all fair and square that. 

 

80 

00:16:47.850 --> 00:16:48.870 

jocelyn: A family. 

 

81 

00:16:50.160 --> 00:16:54.060 

jocelyn: ends up with a lot a lot, a lot of money. 



 

82 

00:16:55.200 --> 00:17:15.810 

jocelyn: And that there were people who were destined to be poor ending up with very, very little 

money in that during that same time frame and lot a lot of that, I believe I truly believe was the result of 

unfair competition and the money, making. 

 

83 

00:17:17.310 --> 00:17:24.030 

jocelyn: um the playing fields and the the conditions were set to make it. 

 

84 

00:17:26.790 --> 00:17:30.270 

jocelyn: Better not simple or easy but better. 

 

85 

00:17:31.710 --> 00:17:37.620 

jocelyn: For the people who were not African American and to prevent. 

 

86 

00:17:38.940 --> 00:17:50.940 

jocelyn: Not necessarily to make it harder just harder, but to prevent African American people from 

going after certain kinds of work. 

 

87 

00:17:51.420 --> 00:17:58.320 

jocelyn: That would yield that same kind of that, and they would be those same people, they would have 

that same opportunity. 

 

88 



00:17:59.130 --> 00:18:10.890 

jocelyn: And it's not because black people don't enjoy the work of the oil companies that we don't find 

many petroleum engineers. 

 

89 

00:18:11.400 --> 00:18:19.470 

jocelyn: Who are black in Tulsa above a certain age that we don't find oil companies that are named for 

black people. 

 

90 

00:18:20.400 --> 00:18:42.240 

jocelyn: That didn't come about, just as result of how the world works that came about because of the 

way Tulsa worked and because of the conditions that were extent extent in this place now, they were 

extent in many places throughout America. 

 

91 

00:18:43.410 --> 00:19:06.300 

jocelyn: But they were particularly extent here in Tulsa and it's one that's one of the reasons I think that 

they felt that many of those non African American people felt comfortable at least i'm in coming into 

this community with destruction in their hearts. 

 

92 

00:19:09.960 --> 00:19:24.870 

Dewayne Dickens: One of the things that are really appreciated that you're you're mentioning today is 

that we have a common statement that the city of Tulsa or the city is did nothing. 

 

93 

00:19:26.430 --> 00:19:27.450 

Dewayne Dickens: cure you've. 

 

94 



00:19:27.660 --> 00:19:47.010 

Dewayne Dickens: Broken it down you sort of parsed out that that statement to say let's not talk about 

this sort of big entity, the city let's break it down further into these are in these are individuals, these 

are. 

 

95 

00:19:48.180 --> 00:19:53.580 

Dewayne Dickens: These were this was a concerted effort by people within the city. 

 

96 

00:19:54.900 --> 00:20:04.530 

Dewayne Dickens: There were also people in the city, who wanted to do right, but if they didn't have as 

much decision making authority as those who signed. 

 

97 

00:20:05.220 --> 00:20:18.810 

Dewayne Dickens: or were you judicial authority over certain things where they had control their levels 

of control with the for each individual within this broad community. 

 

98 

00:20:19.350 --> 00:20:42.180 

Dewayne Dickens: And so I think you've provided a an opening for conversation that says, these are 

individuals who benefited who intentionally set up systems that benefited them and the system 

continues to benefit them for generations to come, while also. 

 

99 

00:20:43.590 --> 00:20:44.340 

Dewayne Dickens: Harmony harming. 

 

100 

00:20:45.360 --> 00:20:52.440 



Dewayne Dickens: intentionally those who are not like that I think that's really helpful at least to me. 

 

101 

00:20:54.390 --> 00:20:54.840 

jocelyn: I think. 

 

102 

00:20:56.460 --> 00:21:00.240 

jocelyn: Oh, I think it's one way of seeing what happened. 

 

103 

00:21:00.900 --> 00:21:01.170 

and 

 

104 

00:21:05.190 --> 00:21:16.380 

Dewayne Dickens: Very good, so thank you so from looking at this personally, you know, through your 

your perspective here, what are you most proud of when you think of greenwood. 

 

105 

00:21:18.090 --> 00:21:28.560 

jocelyn: i'm most proud of the fact that, when I was a little girl I wasn't allowed to hang around in the 

greenwood area. 

 

106 

00:21:30.180 --> 00:21:40.710 

jocelyn: um in part because it was there were places of ill repute in the neighborhood that I would have 

been in. 

 

107 



00:21:42.420 --> 00:22:05.310 

jocelyn: um and my mother and father had my mother and father neither one of them had been here 

during the riot and neither one of them had lived here as children and they probably saw the 

Community in a different way from people whose families have lived here forever. 

 

108 

00:22:06.960 --> 00:22:15.630 

jocelyn: But they didn't they didn't allow that they didn't they didn't um I just I didn't get to go there and 

i'm proud of that. 

 

109 

00:22:16.770 --> 00:22:27.540 

jocelyn: Because in many ways that kept me from being a person who appreciated or who was attracted 

to. 

 

110 

00:22:28.560 --> 00:22:40.920 

jocelyn: or found myself abiding by the more raise of a community that indeed was of ill repute, at least 

in the household where I grew up. 

 

111 

00:22:42.780 --> 00:22:52.620 

jocelyn: um and I appreciate that I have come, I have a greater appreciation of that, then I probably 

should have or would have. 

 

112 

00:22:54.210 --> 00:22:59.580 

jocelyn: had been allowed to roam as freely as some other people that I know. 

 

113 

00:23:00.930 --> 00:23:03.360 



jocelyn: Within that Community up and down those. 

 

114 

00:23:05.340 --> 00:23:19.620 

Dewayne Dickens: right we actually heard that mixture that there was great culture great economic 

boom booming those within the Community, as well as the. 

 

115 

00:23:20.190 --> 00:23:32.490 

Dewayne Dickens: This the seedier side that, of course, you know we hear that and we can read that in 

the newspapers as well that there's that that tension is that there's no Community that doesn't have 

both it. 

 

116 

00:23:33.690 --> 00:23:39.600 

Dewayne Dickens: Will perfect community, it has a mixture that's the definition of community. 

 

117 

00:23:40.710 --> 00:23:42.930 

Dewayne Dickens: It must be nice to diversity. 

 

118 

00:23:45.690 --> 00:23:55.650 

Dewayne Dickens: So a rich community in more than one way, not just well but culture and the 

dynamics that make up for having justice. 

 

119 

00:23:56.610 --> 00:24:08.460 

Dewayne Dickens: Diverse instead of individuals with different values that common comments that 

encounters that happened because they are in the same place. 



 

120 

00:24:08.820 --> 00:24:27.720 

Dewayne Dickens: I think that that's certainly something to to appreciate there is that your your 

experience is is it's different as moving into the Community and then dwelling within it, so you had some 

experiences, but not not as those who were who were part of it. 

 

121 

00:24:29.160 --> 00:24:36.870 

Dewayne Dickens: Just born in I guess it's very much like our since the digital natives and those who are. 

 

122 

00:24:37.920 --> 00:24:54.000 

Dewayne Dickens: They they come into it so it's sort of like you were a not necessarily a Tulsa native but 

she moved into being into being a telephone and so that that's really an interesting perspective from the 

greenwood heydays there. 

 

123 

00:24:55.110 --> 00:25:00.660 

jocelyn: yeah I actually was a Tulsa native I was born at moulton hospital. 

 

124 

00:25:01.050 --> 00:25:01.590 

Dewayne Dickens: Oh yes. 

 

125 

00:25:01.680 --> 00:25:07.710 

jocelyn: Okay we're not native Texans my father was basically from muskogee. 

 

126 



00:25:08.790 --> 00:25:16.650 

jocelyn: Was from Texas, and my grandfather wouldn't come here because because of the 1921 Tulsa 

race riot. 

 

127 

00:25:17.790 --> 00:25:21.180 

jocelyn: Or what he perceived to to have been a riot. 

 

128 

00:25:23.250 --> 00:25:27.030 

jocelyn: He would not come here and said that they shot people here. 

 

129 

00:25:28.260 --> 00:25:29.070 

jocelyn: um. 

 

130 

00:25:30.720 --> 00:25:40.170 

jocelyn: He preferred to stay in Texas, which had its own kinds of dangers, but he lived a different life 

when he was in Texas. 

 

131 

00:25:41.190 --> 00:25:43.710 

Dewayne Dickens: lot of people mentioned that loss. 

 

132 

00:25:44.760 --> 00:26:02.160 

Dewayne Dickens: Of the talent, because of the race nascar still to this day we're still suffering from that 

talent, because of that that incident that history, so when you think about greenwood concerns you 

most when you think of the area. 



 

133 

00:26:04.320 --> 00:26:10.710 

jocelyn: I think now I am put off mostly by the fact that. 

 

134 

00:26:13.020 --> 00:26:31.470 

jocelyn: it's no longer a, it is not the thriving business district, that it was and it's not a thriving business 

district when it wasn't a thriving business district 4050 years ago when it had an opportunity. 

 

135 

00:26:32.640 --> 00:26:46.290 

jocelyn: um it just it has it's there, but we as African Americans have not used it, we did not encourage 

why people to use it or non African American people to use it. 

 

136 

00:26:47.040 --> 00:27:05.700 

jocelyn: we've tried two or three different approaches to having businesses down there and we've just 

never been able to pull it off and i'm not sure exactly why I have my ideas about why but i'm not sure 

exactly why, nothing has worked there. 

 

137 

00:27:06.840 --> 00:27:23.400 

jocelyn: And it worked other places the same ideas worked other places, and I say that, in part because, 

at one time, there was an intention to have a campus corner kind of areas in in what is now the 

greenwood business district. 

 

138 

00:27:24.570 --> 00:27:33.750 

jocelyn: Those shops are mostly are gone, all of them, I think, are gone now most of the businesses that 

are there. 



 

139 

00:27:35.280 --> 00:27:48.840 

jocelyn: seemed to have closed early for years and seem to have adjusted to being somewhere in the 

neighborhood of second class kinds of. 

 

140 

00:27:50.010 --> 00:27:57.390 

jocelyn: did an MRI and businesses and that just seems a shame to me that seems that seems pretty sad. 

 

141 

00:27:58.920 --> 00:27:59.730 

jocelyn: i'm. 

 

142 

00:28:00.780 --> 00:28:17.820 

jocelyn: Along with differences that occurred in not they haven't they haven't lived into what I guess, I 

thought I think should be there i'm full legacies. 

 

143 

00:28:19.590 --> 00:28:21.150 

jocelyn: that's a good song. 

 

144 

00:28:21.690 --> 00:28:31.860 

Dewayne Dickens: yeah I think obviously that's the definite concern that we that we revitalize a lot of 

the dreams, that the greenwood. 

 

145 

00:28:32.370 --> 00:28:50.460 



Dewayne Dickens: That area represents, I think it will be I don't know that you been over the last year or 

two or so as much to the greenwood area, but I will say that there are a few more businesses there's a T 

shirt business there's a whole. 

 

146 

00:28:51.930 --> 00:29:03.870 

Dewayne Dickens: yogurt business and art and CAFE shops for coffee and different things and and I will 

say you know, surprisingly, I was surprised pleasantly surprised. 

 

147 

00:29:04.380 --> 00:29:16.950 

Dewayne Dickens: on a Sunday, when when I went, although we're not doing official church, but I left 

after the church time of normally like meeting new initial funding. 

 

148 

00:29:17.670 --> 00:29:33.300 

Dewayne Dickens: and saw people walking up and down the street, they had their shirts hats on and 

they were going from stop to shop and I was just fascinated by by the image of a bustling. 

 

149 

00:29:33.900 --> 00:29:51.630 

Dewayne Dickens: greenwood that I was seeing, and I was tempted, although I didn't do it, I was really 

tempted to get out and take a picture of this moment, and at least what I was feeling and thinking that 

this is really great, and you know the younger generation is really trying to. 

 

150 

00:29:52.950 --> 00:30:10.530 

Dewayne Dickens: To make a lot of that come to life in the sense of the physical presence now I think 

you may be also referring to a much deeper aspect of the ownership of the you know family ownership 

of shop. 

 

151 



00:30:12.480 --> 00:30:21.870 

Dewayne Dickens: Where where there's a much generational wealth building that that greenlit that 

often comes to the greenwood memory. 

 

152 

00:30:22.290 --> 00:30:31.890 

Dewayne Dickens: And so I do think we have a lot more work to do to make that happen and even 

understanding what a new revitalized greenwood would look like. 

 

153 

00:30:32.550 --> 00:30:40.110 

Dewayne Dickens: Beyond the physical setting that deep green when we normally think about so that's a 

really. 

 

154 

00:30:40.620 --> 00:30:57.360 

Dewayne Dickens: Great observation there and I think it's something again for us to talk about and I 

think your your your interview will generate a lot of that discussion about where are we today and 

where do we want to be tomorrow, so I appreciate that. 

 

155 

00:30:58.410 --> 00:31:01.320 

jocelyn: Well, thank you, I hope that it does. 

 

156 

00:31:01.410 --> 00:31:01.830 

jocelyn: I really. 

 

157 

00:31:02.400 --> 00:31:07.860 



jocelyn: wish I have been with you that one day that you saw one of my close friends. 

 

158 

00:31:09.030 --> 00:31:11.580 

jocelyn: Has the free o's store. 

 

159 

00:31:12.000 --> 00:31:15.870 

jocelyn: Yes, and she is I mean granted. 

 

160 

00:31:17.100 --> 00:31:27.900 

jocelyn: It is as if lots of people want to live in an era that no longer exists people complain about the 

cost of her products. 

 

161 

00:31:29.100 --> 00:31:40.950 

jocelyn: And yet they'll go I think and get similar products from other places in town and not think twice 

or three times about it. 

 

162 

00:31:42.360 --> 00:31:51.960 

jocelyn: And it probably is more than the cookies were or the bakery goods were when that was Mrs 

Williams is confectionery. 

 

163 

00:31:53.610 --> 00:31:55.980 

jocelyn: But then, so is everything else. 

 

164 



00:31:56.730 --> 00:31:58.140 

Dewayne Dickens: i've been playing. 

 

165 

00:31:58.560 --> 00:31:59.640 

Dewayne Dickens: that's a great blessing. 

 

166 

00:32:00.330 --> 00:32:03.690 

jocelyn: yeah and It troubles me that. 

 

167 

00:32:05.610 --> 00:32:09.570 

jocelyn: There have been so many people who have come here. 

 

168 

00:32:10.920 --> 00:32:14.520 

jocelyn: who have so much to say. 

 

169 

00:32:15.720 --> 00:32:20.490 

jocelyn: about what is or is not happening here. 

 

170 

00:32:22.320 --> 00:32:28.200 

jocelyn: And yet My guess is that those folks are not going to be the folks. 

 

171 

00:32:29.310 --> 00:32:32.760 



jocelyn: Whose wealth is built here either. 

 

172 

00:32:34.350 --> 00:32:40.590 

jocelyn: Of those are going to be people who will probably leave here and go to the next place. 

 

173 

00:32:42.840 --> 00:32:49.860 

jocelyn: that's in that appears to be in some kind of weird dire straits about its history. 

 

174 

00:32:51.930 --> 00:33:05.490 

jocelyn: And I don't know exactly what to make of them and I don't know exactly what to think of them 

other than they're not creating they're not helping to create a situation that I think can be. 

 

175 

00:33:08.400 --> 00:33:17.280 

Dewayne Dickens: Well, I think those are definitely I appreciate the depth of transparency that you're 

providing to leave the things that concern you. 

 

176 

00:33:17.760 --> 00:33:28.290 

Dewayne Dickens: about the greenwood history and we're you know where we're going today to read 

rebuild or re structured what that could look like. 

 

177 

00:33:28.710 --> 00:33:40.140 

Dewayne Dickens: And and that's certainly a very good point that you know we can go five miles south 

or somewhere else and spend the same amount of money for basically the same product. 

 



178 

00:33:40.770 --> 00:33:49.290 

Dewayne Dickens: But on greenwood some would say they that they're looking for a discount for that 

same product. 

 

179 

00:33:49.950 --> 00:34:03.450 

Dewayne Dickens: And so that that is an interesting the advocates a relevant concern that i'm hoping 

will generate some conversation about the the economic opportunities and the challenges. 

 

180 

00:34:04.080 --> 00:34:17.760 

Dewayne Dickens: For anyone who desires a business there with that with that knowledge with that 

tendency of those who would who would use the products that they are going to fill. 

 

181 

00:34:18.390 --> 00:34:18.840 

jocelyn: mm hmm. 

 

182 

00:34:19.110 --> 00:34:21.660 

Dewayne Dickens: So let me, let me ask you about. 

 

183 

00:34:23.640 --> 00:34:42.750 

Dewayne Dickens: Just a simple question about why you think it's important that we take this time 

looking at 100 years later, after the 1921 race massacre, why do you think it's important that we stop 

and take a moment to remember greenwood 100 years later. 

 

184 



00:34:45.570 --> 00:34:50.010 

jocelyn: I think that there has been a lot of. 

 

185 

00:34:52.530 --> 00:34:58.200 

jocelyn: phenomenon that we don't want to think about I don't even want to label it. 

 

186 

00:34:59.670 --> 00:35:13.230 

jocelyn: um that has taken place as a result of this 100th anniversary, but what are this 100 

commemoration 100 the commemoration of the 100 years. 

 

187 

00:35:14.970 --> 00:35:29.190 

jocelyn: But I think quiet as it's kept that there are people who benefited who believe in their hearts that 

the same kind of thing could happen again, and they would benefit again. 

 

188 

00:35:31.140 --> 00:35:32.850 

jocelyn: and probably. 

 

189 

00:35:34.470 --> 00:35:36.720 

jocelyn: That seems pretty unlikely. 

 

190 

00:35:37.920 --> 00:35:46.260 

jocelyn: But it also seems to be a part of a continuing pattern that leaves folks. 

 



191 

00:35:47.640 --> 00:35:55.650 

jocelyn: In Tulsa on edge thinking that one their dreams may be too hard to pursue. 

 

192 

00:35:57.030 --> 00:36:04.980 

jocelyn: um and there was there was a time when that wasn't the case you didn't get to think that, or at 

least people that I know didn't get to think that. 

 

193 

00:36:06.120 --> 00:36:06.810 

jocelyn: i'm. 

 

194 

00:36:07.830 --> 00:36:16.080 

jocelyn: And thinking that and there was a time when I think white people, people who were not black. 

 

195 

00:36:18.090 --> 00:36:30.030 

jocelyn: Were didn't told as one of their possibilities that they could simply terrorize black people and 

get overdoing it. 

 

196 

00:36:32.040 --> 00:36:42.360 

jocelyn: um and I think now there is a growing sense in this nation that you can probably do that. 

 

197 

00:36:42.840 --> 00:37:02.400 



jocelyn: The courts have basically said it's Okay, you can do it we're not going to hold you accountable so 

for a period of time, it seemed as if young black people were being killed everywhere and, though, and 

there was no accountability, even among police for it. 

 

198 

00:37:03.510 --> 00:37:19.500 

jocelyn: And that was wrong, it seemed to me that was horrifying wrong, and yet the lessons from that 

are picked up by people that we don't we don't necessarily want to have them. 

 

199 

00:37:20.370 --> 00:37:30.300 

jocelyn: or they're picking up a lesson that we don't necessarily want them to have because everybody I 

think has to be willing to pursue their own dream. 

 

200 

00:37:31.110 --> 00:37:42.750 

jocelyn: And their dream has to be a positive dream for everyone, in order for this nation to actually 

work the way it's intended. 

 

201 

00:37:43.620 --> 00:37:55.650 

jocelyn: um now, I think that the people who hold out that the founding fathers of this nation where 

they had the right ideas those folks are nuts. 

 

202 

00:37:56.430 --> 00:38:07.110 

jocelyn: Because the founding fathers had no idea that things would be the way they are now they 

didn't brooke with letting people get killed they didn't brooke with killing. 

 

203 

00:38:07.650 --> 00:38:18.900 



jocelyn: Just extraordinary killing people extraneous Lee killing people, but at the same time, they had 

no idea that there would be any kind of equality among people. 

 

204 

00:38:20.820 --> 00:38:30.840 

jocelyn: their sense of who deserved attention their sense of what was deserved is there's it's just 

wrong. 

 

205 

00:38:31.980 --> 00:38:32.700 

jocelyn: and 

 

206 

00:38:33.810 --> 00:38:57.660 

jocelyn: As a nation, we have to as a nation that's built of individuals, we have to accept those 

responsibilities as people who are black, we have to accept that there are huge responsibilities 

associated with being black and that the benefits of those associations are going to go away. 

 

207 

00:38:58.890 --> 00:39:11.160 

jocelyn: As people who are not black there has to be an acceptance that for us to thrive, some of the 

pieces that people have believed, are not going to be able to be present. 

 

208 

00:39:11.820 --> 00:39:26.280 

jocelyn: That those have to go away and that everybody has to live into their responsibilities and I think 

that's part of the the importance of the hundredth commemoration 100 years commemoration. 

 

209 

00:39:27.300 --> 00:39:34.620 



jocelyn: um and it should be the case in a Community that's looking at something that happened 100 

years ago. 

 

210 

00:39:35.220 --> 00:39:55.650 

jocelyn: That somebody is talking about how that hundred years may seem like a long time, but it's 

really not that long it's long enough, though, for people to have begun to change and for change to be 

visible that kind of visible changes not necessarily happening in this Community. 

 

211 

00:39:56.880 --> 00:40:10.860 

jocelyn: um it's still a big deal when someone who is black or indigenous or a person of color manages to 

do something that still makes the newspaper it shouldn't. 

 

212 

00:40:12.750 --> 00:40:18.300 

jocelyn: If it wasn't going to make the newspaper period because they they became the mayor. 

 

213 

00:40:19.560 --> 00:40:22.950 

jocelyn: This should be in there because there's a black person that became the mayor. 

 

214 

00:40:24.300 --> 00:40:24.870 

jocelyn: I think. 

 

215 

00:40:25.890 --> 00:40:42.030 

jocelyn: I mean if they became if they did something if somebody does something there should not be a 

first associated with it anymore we've gone through we've had enough time past I think we're first of 

things should not be happening anymore. 



 

216 

00:40:43.260 --> 00:40:56.520 

jocelyn: um and they're still happening is still the case that the first of the first African American to be 

elected mayor of Tulsa still has to come along and get that done. 

 

217 

00:40:58.650 --> 00:41:02.430 

jocelyn: i'm the first African American. 

 

218 

00:41:04.140 --> 00:41:21.750 

jocelyn: to lead the Oklahoma Supreme Court has already happened, but that was because that was 

such an institution that it it didn't matter who ran it it continues and that person has retired and gone 

on to do something else. 

 

219 

00:41:24.540 --> 00:41:41.700 

jocelyn: And I think that we have to recognize the importance of the something else that people are 

finding to do, along with we it's important to recognize the hundred year commemorations of things. 

 

220 

00:41:44.490 --> 00:41:46.200 

jocelyn: Very well, well. 

 

221 

00:41:46.320 --> 00:41:57.060 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you, oh no, thank you very much, so thinking 100 years afternoon 2121 what 

message would you leave to those toxins. 

 



222 

00:42:01.080 --> 00:42:14.790 

jocelyn: i'm not sure that I have a message for those toxins, other than everybody has a responsibility to 

have a dream to pursue it and to be able to pursue it. 

 

223 

00:42:15.720 --> 00:42:34.110 

jocelyn: And so, if there are people who think that some people shouldn't be pursuing their dreams or 

their fortune, then they need to get out of the way, but at the same time, if there are some people who 

think that they shouldn't have to do that kind of thing they should get out of the way to. 

 

224 

00:42:35.760 --> 00:42:44.490 

jocelyn: um everybody has both a right and a responsibility, and you have to live into that I think. 

 

225 

00:42:46.050 --> 00:42:51.600 

Dewayne Dickens: Okay, thank you so is there anything I have not asked today. 

 

226 

00:42:52.230 --> 00:42:52.830 

jocelyn: I don't think. 

 

227 

00:42:53.430 --> 00:42:56.430 

jocelyn: I think you did a very good job, with the questions. 

 

228 

00:42:56.730 --> 00:43:07.110 



Dewayne Dickens: Okay, so I thank you for your time and for your wisdom and for you're just sharing 

your voice. 

 

229 

00:43:08.700 --> 00:43:14.130 

jocelyn: Well you're very welcome. 

 


