
WEBVTT 

 

1 

00:00:29.010 --> 00:00:31.770 

Dewayne Dickens: Hello Scott, thank you for being with us today. 

 

2 

00:00:33.990 --> 00:00:36.180 

Scott A Ellsworth: Thank you i'm really pleased to be with y'all. 

 

3 

00:00:37.200 --> 00:00:51.990 

Dewayne Dickens: Very good, we were going to ask you a few questions about the Tulsa race massacre 

commemoration that we're having this year, and so we will start with what is your connection to the 

race massacre information. 

 

4 

00:00:53.130 --> 00:01:00.600 

Scott A Ellsworth: Well it's it's a pretty long one, so i'm, of course, the native tolson born and raised here 

in the city and. 

 

5 

00:01:01.740 --> 00:01:14.520 

Scott A Ellsworth: In during this during the summer of 1975 when I was a junior in college, I began 

researching the history, the massacre interviewed my first massacre survivors and things like that. 

 

6 

00:01:15.660 --> 00:01:25.860 

Scott A Ellsworth: That work later became a book, the first book that I wrote death in a promised land, 

which was the first comprehensive history, the master came out in 1982. 



 

7 

00:01:26.730 --> 00:01:34.860 

Scott A Ellsworth: Then in the late 1990s and early 2000s, I was the the chief scholar for the Oklahoma 

race ride Commission. 

 

8 

00:01:35.310 --> 00:01:45.660 

Scott A Ellsworth: And today, I am the Chair of the physical investigation committee for the centennial 

so we're the group that's been searching for. 

 

9 

00:01:46.020 --> 00:02:03.120 

Scott A Ellsworth: And recently discovered a mass grave and oaklawn cemetery that we hope to exude 

later this spring, and I have a new book coming out about the massacre and its legacy that will come out 

this spring as well too so i've been at this off and on for about four and a half decades. 

 

10 

00:02:04.590 --> 00:02:12.240 

Dewayne Dickens: That is great, and I can't wait to see your next book so i'll look for it on Amazon, so I 

can do a pre order for it. 

 

11 

00:02:12.780 --> 00:02:15.630 

Scott A Ellsworth: Well, there you go here, you can see it right now so. 

 

12 

00:02:15.900 --> 00:02:16.620 

Excellent. 

 



13 

00:02:17.970 --> 00:02:19.050 

Dewayne Dickens: forward to reading it. 

 

14 

00:02:19.650 --> 00:02:31.590 

Dewayne Dickens: Alright, so going to our next question here what stories when when you think of all of 

the stories about the race mask or with your interviews and the research you've done. 

 

15 

00:02:32.310 --> 00:02:43.380 

Dewayne Dickens: What are some that really stand out to you that have been passed down to you or 

others that that just really stand out to you that that hit you as a resonated with you. 

 

16 

00:02:44.040 --> 00:02:58.350 

Scott A Ellsworth: Well there's a lot and and I think that you know one thing, though, is just to talk about 

you know how difficult it was when I was growing up as a child in the 1960s and Tulsa to learn anything 

about the massacre. 

 

17 

00:02:59.310 --> 00:03:03.510 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know there weren't books available this was something that was not discussed. 

 

18 

00:03:03.960 --> 00:03:12.270 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know, you know, for decades, you know, for more than 50 years that story the 

massacre was actively suppressed in the white community and Tulsa. 

 

19 



00:03:12.990 --> 00:03:22.260 

Scott A Ellsworth: It was also something that was largely avoided talk being talked about in the African 

American Community as well, but even as a kid i'd heard you know you would. 

 

20 

00:03:22.620 --> 00:03:31.800 

Scott A Ellsworth: occasionally hear neighbors adults or somebody talking about this, they would change 

the subject when you went into the room, or they would lower their voices. 

 

21 

00:03:32.220 --> 00:03:39.000 

Scott A Ellsworth: i'd heard stories of bodies floating down the Arkansas river I just lived five houses 

from the river. 

 

22 

00:03:39.960 --> 00:03:48.420 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know stories about machine guns on buildings downtown, but I have to tell you 

duane it's a when I the summer I was 12 years old. 

 

23 

00:03:48.780 --> 00:04:00.450 

Scott A Ellsworth: I had a couple of you know buddies and we would mess around downtown we'd often 

go to the downtown city county library, and this is the summer of 1966 and one day we went there. 

 

24 

00:04:01.230 --> 00:04:08.490 

Scott A Ellsworth: And we saw something we've never seen before, which was a microfilm machine and 

we were determined to use it. 

 

25 

00:04:08.970 --> 00:04:13.260 



Scott A Ellsworth: And so we go over there and start fiddling with it, and this librarian comes marching 

over. 

 

26 

00:04:13.650 --> 00:04:21.660 

Scott A Ellsworth: And she was brilliant because rather than showing us away she taught us how to use 

the machine and showed us where these cabinets were that had these. 

 

27 

00:04:21.990 --> 00:04:31.350 

Scott A Ellsworth: roles and microphone particularly of the oldest use the Tulsa world the Tulsa terrific 

and semi Oh, I had the date I knew that it was June 1921. 

 

28 

00:04:31.710 --> 00:04:38.400 

Scott A Ellsworth: was what we call the race riot in those days, the race massacre, and so the first real 

that we put in was. 

 

29 

00:04:39.000 --> 00:04:45.870 

Scott A Ellsworth: Of the Tulsa world from that and we saw these incredible headlines, you know 100 

people killed martial law declared. 

 

30 

00:04:46.440 --> 00:04:55.920 

Scott A Ellsworth: And at 12 we weren't smart enough or didn't have the maturity to understand all of 

this, but I knew from that moment that something had happened, so the stories are important. 

 

31 

00:04:56.340 --> 00:05:03.780 



Scott A Ellsworth: You know we've heard lots of stories over the years, you know, some of them are you 

know have gone around the world, George Monroe. 

 

32 

00:05:04.260 --> 00:05:15.030 

Scott A Ellsworth: massacre survivor talking about how the white rioters broken to his family's home 

stepped on his fingers a while he's hiding under the bed with his older sister. 

 

33 

00:05:15.270 --> 00:05:31.560 

Scott A Ellsworth: She throws her hand over his mouth to keep him from crying out being discovered 

and then the rioters set fire to the curtains as they left the House so those are ones that go to your heart 

there's been other stories we've never been able to actually track down, I heard an amazing story. 

 

34 

00:05:32.970 --> 00:05:39.900 

Scott A Ellsworth: secondhand about a young African American mother who caught in the invasion of 

greenwood. 

 

35 

00:05:40.650 --> 00:05:52.950 

Scott A Ellsworth: strapped her infant, child to her back and went into the sewer system and follow the 

sewers as a way to get out of danger, I mean there are stories like that that we would love to know but 

there's. 

 

36 

00:05:53.850 --> 00:05:59.820 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know we've collected, you know there's a lot of good material out there, but 

there are certainly more than we'd love to have. 

 

37 

00:06:01.200 --> 00:06:16.860 



Dewayne Dickens: Right Thank you well this it's riveting just to hear and some of them just re hearing 

the story, it seems it's so surreal at times to imagine people going through this and it's not a movie yeah 

we're a lot. 

 

38 

00:06:16.980 --> 00:06:29.970 

Scott A Ellsworth: It started Vivian and I just I want to jump in and say look the reason we really know 

what happened in Tulsa the reason that that hit the history was saved is really because of survivors. 

 

39 

00:06:30.840 --> 00:06:40.530 

Scott A Ellsworth: Particularly I mean African American survivors and some white eyewitnesses that 

would also have the courage to speak up and and both groups have the courage to speak up but. 

 

40 

00:06:41.340 --> 00:06:49.410 

Scott A Ellsworth: My key interview with my book was a gentleman by the name of wd Williams bill 

Williams, his family, on the dreamland theater. 

 

41 

00:06:49.770 --> 00:06:56.460 

Scott A Ellsworth: They own the East end garage they were the first black family in Tulsa to have an 

automobile they owned a three story. 

 

42 

00:06:57.180 --> 00:07:06.360 

Scott A Ellsworth: Building the Williams building that had a confectionery and doctors and lawyers 

offices, the family apartments but bill Williams was 16 on that. 

 

43 

00:07:06.690 --> 00:07:13.740 



Scott A Ellsworth: The night and day of the riot he was a student at Booker T Washington high school, 

but he had seen things that that. 

 

44 

00:07:14.340 --> 00:07:22.650 

Scott A Ellsworth: That because he was willing to share his memories he saw the editorial in the Tulsa 

tribune to lynch a negro tonight. 

 

45 

00:07:23.130 --> 00:07:31.800 

Scott A Ellsworth: He saw a black vet jump on stage of the Greenland dreamland theater and say shut 

this place down we're not gonna let this lynching happening. 

 

46 

00:07:32.280 --> 00:07:37.950 

Scott A Ellsworth: And it's really I salute those I mean, my name is on the book but it's really because of 

those. 

 

47 

00:07:38.340 --> 00:07:51.660 

Scott A Ellsworth: Incredible survivors who were all adults during the massacre, who opened up, it could 

have opened up to anyone, they happen to open up to me and it's really because of them that we 

understand what happened my. 

 

48 

00:07:51.960 --> 00:08:12.180 

Dewayne Dickens: And I think it's your scholarship that has really it has been a great benefit to everyone 

who wants to know this history, who need to know their history, so I definitely, thank you for for the 

scholarship and the passion to get the storyteller as best we can. 

 

49 

00:08:13.470 --> 00:08:32.160 



Dewayne Dickens: With with the with the auditory the narrative that i've been collecting them into 

interviews, as well as the archive newspapers that that we have access to so when you think what sort 

of looking at Greenwich, in particular when you think of it as. 

 

50 

00:08:33.720 --> 00:08:37.170 

Dewayne Dickens: its history, what are you most proud of when you think of it. 

 

51 

00:08:38.310 --> 00:08:46.110 

Scott A Ellsworth: Oh that's a great question there's a lot of things, I mean, I think, literally just the 

creation of greenwood is a miraculous story. 

 

52 

00:08:46.560 --> 00:08:54.300 

Scott A Ellsworth: it's a story that really speaks to the hard work and the grit and determination of of 

tulsa's you know. 

 

53 

00:08:55.050 --> 00:09:02.970 

Scott A Ellsworth: African American citizens, you know, in the early days of when Tulsa becomes a city in 

a town, you know, most of these people had come from a long ways away. 

 

54 

00:09:03.360 --> 00:09:12.630 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know from Arkansas from Missouri from Tennessee from Georgia, some people 

had gotten written trains Oklahoma territory Indian territory. 

 

55 

00:09:13.020 --> 00:09:24.300 



Scott A Ellsworth: Others had walk the entire way or road with you know horses are taken wagons and 

they came out to this promised land, so I think the fact that they they built this incredibly vibrant. 

 

56 

00:09:24.960 --> 00:09:34.830 

Scott A Ellsworth: neighborhood and business district is is something that's that's really, really quite 

remarkable, but I tell you duane I think the last story the forgotten story. 

 

57 

00:09:35.190 --> 00:09:45.720 

Scott A Ellsworth: has been these African American World War one that's these black males who, when 

word went out that this young African American shoe shiner Dick rolen. 

 

58 

00:09:46.200 --> 00:09:54.840 

Scott A Ellsworth: was clearly in danger of getting lynched that first 25 of these men and then 75 of 

these men all went downtown. 

 

59 

00:09:55.290 --> 00:10:00.960 

Scott A Ellsworth: Where this white lynch mob you know numbering you know ultimately over 1000 

people were waiting. 

 

60 

00:10:01.530 --> 00:10:12.630 

Scott A Ellsworth: I don't think any of these events, new deck rolling I would be surprised if more than 

one or two knew who he was yet all of them were willing to put their lives on the line. 

 

61 

00:10:13.080 --> 00:10:20.250 



Scott A Ellsworth: To defend a young man they didn't know and they're not trying to break him out of 

jail they're trying to prevent him from getting murder. 

 

62 

00:10:20.760 --> 00:10:29.910 

Scott A Ellsworth: they're there to make sure that even this unequal justice system is going to function 

properly to me they are as much an American hero. 

 

63 

00:10:30.360 --> 00:10:41.100 

Scott A Ellsworth: As the farmers who stood at lexington and concord and fired the shots to help launch 

the American revolution, they are some of the greatest heroes, we have and. 

 

64 

00:10:41.340 --> 00:10:44.040 

Scott A Ellsworth: And they've sort of gotten forgotten, and I hope that they get. 

 

65 

00:10:44.070 --> 00:10:45.270 

Scott A Ellsworth: unforgotten but that's. 

 

66 

00:10:45.480 --> 00:10:50.370 

Scott A Ellsworth: Certainly, who I i'm proud of, I also think of after the destruction of greenwood. 

 

67 

00:10:51.390 --> 00:11:05.430 

Scott A Ellsworth: So many of the adults in greenwood actually worked in the white community, and 

then they would return to greenwood to shop and live and the amazing thing is that they all had to go 

back to work within days within weeks. 



 

68 

00:11:05.790 --> 00:11:14.820 

Scott A Ellsworth: Of this horrible event into the very same neighborhoods where people had come to 

kill them, I think that shows incredible courage and then lastly. 

 

69 

00:11:15.150 --> 00:11:35.910 

Scott A Ellsworth: The fact that greenwood rose again that it was rebuilt and recreated I you know, this 

is a story of human courage of integrity of stick to it to us it this, this is, you know a great American 

success story on many levels, and I think it's one we should all you know draw inspiration from. 

 

70 

00:11:37.200 --> 00:11:48.480 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you, that is extremely insightful for me thank you so also just extending going 

further with that so we're looking at hundred years back. 

 

71 

00:11:49.380 --> 00:12:05.820 

Dewayne Dickens: But i'd also like to look 100 years forward to say it, why do you think it's important to 

remember first you know why, why should we remember greenwood 100 years after the massacre well 

why is it important to do that. 

 

72 

00:12:06.210 --> 00:12:13.590 

Scott A Ellsworth: Well, I mean, because this is this this great human story I think it's a very important 

story, but also, you know Tulsa. 

 

73 

00:12:14.010 --> 00:12:27.150 



Scott A Ellsworth: You know, by not talking about this for more than a half century by keeping it buried 

by keeping it hidden no I think it's important to remember that people had their lives threatened and 

their livelihoods threaten for even bringing this up. 

 

74 

00:12:28.170 --> 00:12:37.980 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know Tulsa lost its sense of honesty and we weren't truthful about our town, who 

are true to about our Community and it's taken another you know. 

 

75 

00:12:38.340 --> 00:12:46.770 

Scott A Ellsworth: incrementally over the past 50 years to get the story out look American history is very 

important and history can be to bear of lessons. 

 

76 

00:12:47.160 --> 00:12:55.860 

Scott A Ellsworth: But we're not going to learn anything from the lessons if we have a sugar coated 

version that's simply not the truth look none of us here can live. 

 

77 

00:12:56.550 --> 00:13:05.610 

Scott A Ellsworth: dwayne you and I can't live our grandparents lives or our parents lives they live in 

their era, they were faced with different choices, then we're faced with. 

 

78 

00:13:06.000 --> 00:13:17.280 

Scott A Ellsworth: We can't you know we can't change what they did, but the reality is if we're going to 

learn from our history, we have to learn from all of it and, to be honest about it, we don't have to be 

afraid of our past. 

 

79 

00:13:17.640 --> 00:13:25.770 



Scott A Ellsworth: We need to confront it and learn from it, so I think the greenwood story look the 

greenwood story and the story the master this isn't just a Tulsa story. 

 

80 

00:13:26.940 --> 00:13:39.930 

Scott A Ellsworth: or an Oklahoma story, this is a story of national importance it's a story of worldwide 

importance, this is an important story it's a hard part of our history, but it's one that we need to teach 

and we need to understand. 

 

81 

00:13:41.400 --> 00:13:58.380 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you and extending that question, since we are talking about 100 years bad if 

you had an opportunity to give a message to those who will be here 100 years later, what message 

would you lead to tell them. 

 

82 

00:13:59.490 --> 00:14:11.550 

Scott A Ellsworth: I say hello to toxins in the 22nd century i'm sorry i'm not with you all here today i'm 

hoping that a visitor to Tulsa or someone lives in Tulsa in. 

 

83 

00:14:12.420 --> 00:14:25.770 

Scott A Ellsworth: 100 years from now, can go downtown and see an incredible memorial to those 75 

African American veterans this should be a national shrine that should be striving to anti American 

veteran. 

 

84 

00:14:27.000 --> 00:14:50.610 

Scott A Ellsworth: is proud of, I certainly hope that we have a proper cemetery and a memorial for the 

rebury remains of the victims of the race master that we began to find in 2020 and 2021 i'm sure that 

that memorial has become a national shrine a shrine to victims of races violence in America. 

 



85 

00:14:51.720 --> 00:15:11.100 

Scott A Ellsworth: But beyond that you know I I certainly hope I you know, I have no idea what the 

population of the city looks like today what the ethnic, racial makeup of the city is it's going to be a 

different place you know Tulsa is a work in progress, but i'm sure by now that the citizens of Tulsa. 

 

86 

00:15:12.450 --> 00:15:23.400 

Scott A Ellsworth: Regardless of their background or color or anything else are certainly well aware of 

the greenwood story, and I hope that they're able to go down to greenwood which should be a national 

shrine. 

 

87 

00:15:23.700 --> 00:15:33.240 

Scott A Ellsworth: as well, to see the memorials see these rebuilt building see Vernon a me church and 

some of these other incredible things and draw inspiration from it. 

 

88 

00:15:34.200 --> 00:15:51.900 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you i'm sure they will appreciate that message so in listening to some of the 

responses you've given to pass questions, I want to insert justin an opportunity for there was one we 

talked about just greenwood in general, how people came. 

 

89 

00:15:53.250 --> 00:16:03.420 

Dewayne Dickens: I wonder if you wouldn't be able to speak to their common conversation about who 

purchased it, you know debbie girly is often listed. 

 

90 

00:16:04.680 --> 00:16:16.620 

Dewayne Dickens: As the father of greenwood and they're also statements of he he bought a portion of 

it, his wife had a portion of it, and so I just wondered if you if you have any comments about. 



 

91 

00:16:17.160 --> 00:16:21.030 

Scott A Ellsworth: That, I think that that story is still unfolding, I mean there's. 

 

92 

00:16:21.090 --> 00:16:30.450 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know there's so much I hate to say but there's a lot of folklore as well, too, and 

some of it is based on truth and some of it is not based on true. 

 

93 

00:16:31.560 --> 00:16:47.790 

Scott A Ellsworth: I have not studied in detail O w girls first purchases or exactly where but you know 

you know America, you know Tulsa America is and was a segregated land and and. 

 

94 

00:16:48.510 --> 00:16:59.070 

Scott A Ellsworth: Most people live in neighborhoods where people look like them, they attend to 

schools and churches and mosques and synagogues and people who look like them so segregation is a 

part of our world so. 

 

95 

00:16:59.430 --> 00:17:15.060 

Scott A Ellsworth: There was no question that that as Tulsa boomed there was going to be an African 

American district that whether it was simply girly or some others that that led to its creation, I don't 

know but I there is some new work that's being done on that So hopefully we'll know soon. 

 

96 

00:17:15.480 --> 00:17:20.820 

Dewayne Dickens: yeah that'll be interesting to hear more of that information so one last part. 

 



97 

00:17:21.900 --> 00:17:34.890 

Dewayne Dickens: I know that you were a student john hope Franklin so I just wondered when you think 

about his influence on the work that you've done or are that. 

 

98 

00:17:36.000 --> 00:17:50.610 

Dewayne Dickens: Just how you how you approach your scholarship today is there anything that you 

would just sort of point to is something that comes to your mind often when you think of him as a. 

 

99 

00:17:52.080 --> 00:17:53.760 

Dewayne Dickens: influence in your work. 

 

100 

00:17:54.630 --> 00:18:00.810 

Scott A Ellsworth: Oh sure I do have to clear up a misconception, I actually was not a student of john of 

franklin's. 

 

101 

00:18:01.980 --> 00:18:05.970 

Scott A Ellsworth: And although I got my PhD from Duke university. 

 

102 

00:18:06.300 --> 00:18:17.400 

Scott A Ellsworth: He did not come till Duke until after I had graduated but john up sister mozilla Franklin 

was an early ally of mine mozilla Franklin Jones. 

 

103 

00:18:18.240 --> 00:18:30.840 



Scott A Ellsworth: When I came back to Tulsa during the 1978 to turn my bachelor's thesis into a book 

she helped connect me, along with wd Williams with other massacre survivors who would allow me to 

interview them. 

 

104 

00:18:31.770 --> 00:18:42.480 

Scott A Ellsworth: And I ended up meeting john hope at her home that summer and then he ended up 

writing the the forward to death and the promised land. 

 

105 

00:18:42.930 --> 00:18:53.490 

Scott A Ellsworth: And we became good friends after that I was friends with john for 30 years my wife 

and I have twin sons will and Johnny and johnny's named after john hope so. 

 

106 

00:18:54.240 --> 00:19:05.100 

Scott A Ellsworth: he's somebody who was just an emmy he was a wonderful scholar, obviously the 

most arguably the most important African American scholar of the second half of the 20th century. 

 

107 

00:19:06.120 --> 00:19:17.880 

Scott A Ellsworth: You know, he really changed the way all Americans look at our history, but he was just 

a wonderful man and incredibly fun down to earth, you know lovely human being and someone that. 

 

108 

00:19:18.570 --> 00:19:26.520 

Scott A Ellsworth: had a great impact on me and and a figure that was also beloved by African Americans 

across the country you couldn't walk. 

 

109 

00:19:26.880 --> 00:19:43.620 



Scott A Ellsworth: down a city block in Manhattan with john Franklin it would take four times as long 

because people would come out of stores and just to thank him for the work that he did so, he is a you 

know, a figure of national, international importance, and I was really blessed to know him. 

 

110 

00:19:44.340 --> 00:19:53.400 

Dewayne Dickens: Well, thank you that that was a great clarification it's always interesting you know 

history we combined facts that. 

 

111 

00:19:53.850 --> 00:20:10.320 

Dewayne Dickens: That it's always good to be with have be in good company and so that that's a great 

thing, and so I just have one final question here, which is basically is there anything i've not had but you 

were expecting me to ask about today that you'd like to add. 

 

112 

00:20:11.400 --> 00:20:21.210 

Scott A Ellsworth: No, not not at all, and I just want to give a shout out to you, and everyone at ECC for 

this project, I think this is very important. 

 

113 

00:20:21.720 --> 00:20:30.930 

Scott A Ellsworth: Look, when I was a 12 year old you know walking by the old camp campus of TC that 

the idea of talking having a you know. 

 

114 

00:20:31.350 --> 00:20:37.740 

Scott A Ellsworth: Public presentations about the race massacre was just something that that people in 

Tulsa couldn't have imagined. 

 

115 

00:20:38.220 --> 00:20:52.890 



Scott A Ellsworth: And this is really terrific what you're doing, I just want to encourage your faculty your 

staff and your students to to have open conversations about this, this is an important subject, and one 

that we need to keep talking about, so thank you very much. 

 

116 

00:20:53.700 --> 00:21:02.670 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you, Sir, you have given us a lot of information and i'm sure everyone is going 

to enjoy hearing it for the next 100 years. 

 

117 

00:21:03.810 --> 00:21:04.620 

Dewayne Dickens: For them as well. 

 

118 

00:21:05.100 --> 00:21:07.260 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you, and you have a great great day. 

 

119 

00:21:08.640 --> 00:21:09.390 

Scott A Ellsworth: Thank you, Dr. 

 


