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1 

00:00:07.560 --> 00:00:12.210 

Interviewer: Thank you for being here with us today, Mr diamond could you go ahead and just give us a 

little bit about yourself. 

 

2 

00:00:13.679 --> 00:00:23.820 

Drew Diamond: I thank you Melanie Hello i'm drew diamond i'm presently the Executive Director of the 

Jewish federation of Tulsa and the sherwin Miller museum of Jewish art. 

 

3 

00:00:25.830 --> 00:00:33.630 

Drew Diamond: That years ago I was, I was on the Tulsa police department came up through the ranks I 

was police chief from. 

 

4 

00:00:37.980 --> 00:00:43.620 

Drew Diamond: I I mentioned that part of my life because I it's going to be part of this conversation. 

 

5 

00:00:44.910 --> 00:00:57.060 

Drew Diamond: after retiring from the police department, I spent the next 17 years leading a national 

police chief's organization a progressive organization that was committed to community policing and 

dealing with. 

 

6 

00:00:59.040 --> 00:01:02.700 

Drew Diamond: racially biased policing and policing issues. 



 

7 

00:01:03.900 --> 00:01:08.550 

Drew Diamond: So that also rolls into I think our conversation today. 

 

8 

00:01:11.610 --> 00:01:15.120 

Interviewer: What sort of connections, you have to the race massacre, if any at all. 

 

9 

00:01:15.750 --> 00:01:20.100 

Drew Diamond: Well, the connection would be for me goes back to. 

 

10 

00:01:22.320 --> 00:01:35.040 

Drew Diamond: Late 1969 I when I got out of the military I joined the toss police department and my 

first been assignment was was the downtown beat which included. 

 

11 

00:01:36.780 --> 00:01:48.480 

Drew Diamond: North greenwood our turn greenwood area and I knew I knew a bit about about the 

history, but not much in those days. 

 

12 

00:01:49.860 --> 00:01:59.520 

Drew Diamond: But I also knew a couple things that became quite evident that that policing in in 

response to. 

 

13 

00:02:01.110 --> 00:02:03.180 



Drew Diamond: North also in the black community. 

 

14 

00:02:04.410 --> 00:02:14.250 

Drew Diamond: was a mixed bag, in terms of how it was being accomplished and about how the biases 

were built in. 

 

15 

00:02:15.360 --> 00:02:20.370 

Drew Diamond: By any matrix finish was 50 years ago by any matrix. 

 

16 

00:02:23.190 --> 00:02:32.400 

Drew Diamond: In today's world black lives matter less in 1970 and and sadly we're. 

 

17 

00:02:33.720 --> 00:02:35.580 

Drew Diamond: Around the centennial of the. 

 

18 

00:02:37.170 --> 00:02:48.510 

Drew Diamond: Of the race massacre and around greenwood we're still having that that discussion and 

facing those those difficult issues today. 

 

19 

00:02:51.210 --> 00:02:58.200 

Interviewer: So, since you worked in that sort of area, what kind of stories have you heard about 

greenwood and the Tulsa massacre. 

 

20 



00:02:59.340 --> 00:03:22.770 

Drew Diamond: Well, it was interesting is is not much in those early days for me when I learned about 

about the history of greenwood area and North Tulsa I had to kind of dig out myself now let's fast 

forward to about the time in 1987 or so about the time I became police chief. 

 

21 

00:03:23.790 --> 00:03:28.890 

Drew Diamond: Prior to that, I was the division commander of what was then. 

 

22 

00:03:30.480 --> 00:03:36.930 

Drew Diamond: The North Tulsa division which is now the Gill crease division in North Tulsa I was the 

patrol commander. 

 

23 

00:03:37.590 --> 00:03:54.450 

Drew Diamond: And my involvement with with community groups and Community activists around the 

issues really began to raise my awareness and and then I very quickly became involved in in reparations 

work for. 

 

24 

00:03:55.470 --> 00:04:06.060 

Drew Diamond: Around around the Tulsa race massacre in those years the the the state Commission on 

on race massive year. 

 

25 

00:04:06.540 --> 00:04:26.460 

Drew Diamond: issued a report, and that was the first time people began to get it in their consciousness 

beyond beyond the narrow group of both the black community and and a few people outside the black 

community who were concerned and engaged in in this issue, the. 

 

26 



00:04:28.110 --> 00:04:30.750 

Drew Diamond: So we actually formed a group. 

 

27 

00:04:32.070 --> 00:04:45.270 

Drew Diamond: Led by Reverend Gerald Davis at the time around reparations and began that dialogue, 

and it was a challenging conversation in in in the 90s. 

 

28 

00:04:47.130 --> 00:04:59.340 

Drew Diamond: And, and so I think what that tells you is is and I don't think i'm i'm on usual and, in the 

sense that that free decade, here we went hand. 

 

29 

00:04:59.970 --> 00:05:22.830 

Drew Diamond: If you wanted to know about greenwood and and the race massacre and and both the 

the vibrancy of the greenwood district in you know prior to 1921 and then its life and lack of life, 

sometimes after 1921 you had to actually find out for yourself it wasn't general knowledge. 

 

30 

00:05:27.540 --> 00:05:32.460 

Interviewer: um about the things that you've learned abroad greenwood What did you find the most 

concerning. 

 

31 

00:05:33.330 --> 00:05:33.660 

well. 

 

32 

00:05:35.370 --> 00:05:39.630 



Drew Diamond: The most disturbing I think in terms of besides the. 

 

33 

00:05:40.770 --> 00:06:04.470 

Drew Diamond: The human losses in terms of of murders have literally hundreds of people and the 

destruction of their property and in in the long lasting yeah here we are, you know you know 100 years 

later and and we're still feeling the effects of. 

 

34 

00:06:06.360 --> 00:06:08.520 

Drew Diamond: Those few days of. 

 

35 

00:06:10.050 --> 00:06:19.830 

Drew Diamond: Evil things happening to people and the fact that we're still having this conversation in 

this in this way. 

 

36 

00:06:21.630 --> 00:06:24.000 

Drew Diamond: I still find disturbing. 

 

37 

00:06:27.570 --> 00:06:34.500 

Interviewer: What do you think are African American children should know about greenwood and what 

do you think are non African American children should know about greenwood. 

 

38 

00:06:35.400 --> 00:06:38.100 

Drew Diamond: Well, interesting enough, I think that. 

 



39 

00:06:39.360 --> 00:06:39.840 

Drew Diamond: Both. 

 

40 

00:06:41.100 --> 00:06:51.420 

Drew Diamond: Both African American children and non African American children need to all know the 

same thing they you know you know, as you know, i'm an old police guy and his bad. 

 

41 

00:06:52.050 --> 00:07:10.170 

Drew Diamond: Sometimes it's not just the facts, people need to know exactly what happened we know 

exactly what happened now we know how it happened we know why it happened and and for young 

people, education, everybody needs to be on the same page and and. 

 

42 

00:07:11.700 --> 00:07:22.260 

Drew Diamond: With the same set of facts and that's what the educational parts that that we're all 

involved in today, you know, trying to make sure that as much of that. 

 

43 

00:07:23.040 --> 00:07:36.270 

Drew Diamond: Information factual information about greenwood about about the well and in which 

includes the difficult racial history of Tulsa Oklahoma and the state. 

 

44 

00:07:37.680 --> 00:07:47.640 

Drew Diamond: Those are the kind of things that all young people need to know the parents need not all 

animals need to know, but to answer your question, they need to understand. 

 

45 



00:07:49.980 --> 00:07:53.820 

Drew Diamond: The why and wherefore of the of the race massacre. 

 

46 

00:07:55.950 --> 00:08:00.720 

Interviewer: Why do you think it's important for us to remember greenwood 100 years after the race 

massacre. 

 

47 

00:08:01.620 --> 00:08:12.930 

Drew Diamond: Well, is because if you don't understand your history it's not a cliche it's that statement 

that if you don't understand it don't know your history you're going to repeat it. 

 

48 

00:08:14.400 --> 00:08:27.930 

Drew Diamond: In my life, you know as the Executive Director of the Jewish federation here in our 

museum the show and Mila museum of Jewish art, I mean we have a we just opened a new expanded. 

 

49 

00:08:29.010 --> 00:08:40.260 

Drew Diamond: The Santa thing Kaiser Holocaust Center you know we're in our museum and, as you 

enter that exhibit the first thing you see is. 

 

50 

00:08:41.880 --> 00:08:54.840 

Drew Diamond: Our mannequins with a clan robe from and you'll see the race massacre from the 1921 

race massacre standing next to a Nazi Nazi uniforms standing next to. 

 

51 

00:08:55.680 --> 00:09:06.480 



Drew Diamond: Another mannequin from from charlottesville you know and and what that and then, 

then a section there that talks about the trail of tears. 

 

52 

00:09:07.290 --> 00:09:19.410 

Drew Diamond: The whole point of that introduction into that exhibit is that, then, is that about the 

Holocaust and the trail of tears, and the race massacre. 

 

53 

00:09:20.340 --> 00:09:31.740 

Drew Diamond: We want people to understand their history because we're always on the edge of 

having those things were repeated to us, you know. 

 

54 

00:09:32.670 --> 00:09:59.160 

Drew Diamond: yeah and it is sadly it is so contemporary in January 6 with the insurrection this writing 

the the the US Capitol what you saw was a mixture of confederate flags you saw anti Semitic you know 

Nazi flags anti Semitic T shirts anti black a anti Hispanic. 

 

55 

00:10:00.810 --> 00:10:06.360 

Drew Diamond: Those those thousands of people that did that. 

 

56 

00:10:07.440 --> 00:10:16.470 

Drew Diamond: You know they they're they're not alone wolves they are people that that sadly a 

significant part of of. 

 

57 

00:10:17.340 --> 00:10:39.090 



Drew Diamond: of our fellow Americans buy into that kind of racism and that kind of hate and so the 

centennial for us, I think is important to to not only remind us of what happened and how it happened, 

but that we're still in this fight today. 

 

58 

00:10:42.900 --> 00:10:45.870 

Interviewer: what's your message paulson's 100 years from now. 

 

59 

00:10:47.490 --> 00:10:55.530 

Drew Diamond: Well, I would love for a message to be if i'd like to be here and give it myself, you know 

that's not possible. 

 

60 

00:10:56.730 --> 00:11:01.740 

Drew Diamond: You know the message needs to be that that we. 

 

61 

00:11:02.850 --> 00:11:28.470 

Drew Diamond: got it right more times and we got it wrong that we paid attention that out of this 

centennial out of this year than this just not a few months of remembrance in an education in in in the 

spring and summer of 2021 that 100 years from now say we actually were on the road to healing. 

 

62 

00:11:29.790 --> 00:11:46.860 

Drew Diamond: To to managing our our biases managing our sense of division and and and you know we 

we have we have an American dream that is still not fulfilled and it's certainly not yet fulfilled for. 

 

63 

00:11:47.610 --> 00:12:00.180 



Drew Diamond: For many people, and particularly people of color in this country 100 years from now, I 

would like the conversation to be wow they they really got us on the path to. 

 

64 

00:12:01.650 --> 00:12:09.600 

Drew Diamond: to creating a place where where everybody's human rights and their civil rights and 

their dignity. 

 

65 

00:12:10.740 --> 00:12:11.820 

Drew Diamond: were protected. 

 

66 

00:12:12.930 --> 00:12:14.370 

Drew Diamond: For the next hundred years. 

 

67 

00:12:17.610 --> 00:12:21.630 

Interviewer: Is there anything i've not asked you, but you're expecting me to ask you about that you'd 

like to add. 

 

68 

00:12:23.400 --> 00:12:24.600 

Drew Diamond: Well, I think. 

 

69 

00:12:26.040 --> 00:12:29.880 

Drew Diamond: I think the only thing I would add to that is is that. 

 

70 



00:12:30.900 --> 00:12:42.150 

Drew Diamond: that the work, for example, that that you all, are doing a TC see right now and and the 

work of young people, you know I say tongue in cheek about hundred years from now. 

 

71 

00:12:44.070 --> 00:12:51.180 

Drew Diamond: you'll be here, you know, over the next two generations and, and this is, you know. 

 

72 

00:12:52.200 --> 00:13:08.130 

Drew Diamond: we're going to try to leave the best sense of us as human beings, that we can but it's 

going to be up to you and your classmates and your friends and you and all of you to actually make this 

next next level work. 

 

73 

00:13:09.630 --> 00:13:25.170 

Drew Diamond: I would hope that what I saw 50 years ago a as a young man and a young police officer 

and a young toulson that you'll see something far better and far different 50 years from now. 

 

74 

00:13:29.280 --> 00:13:29.790 

Interviewer: I hope so. 

 

75 

00:13:32.640 --> 00:13:35.970 

Interviewer: Well, thank you very much, Mr diamond for being here with us today. 

 

76 

00:13:36.600 --> 00:13:39.420 

Drew Diamond: It was my pleasure thanks for allowing me to be part of this. 



 

77 

00:13:41.430 --> 00:13:42.540 

Interviewer: Have a great rest of your day. 

 

78 

00:13:43.230 --> 00:13:45.450 

Drew Diamond: You too bye Melanie great. 

 


