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1 

00:00:42.780 --> 00:00:45.060 

Dewayne Dickens: Hello Kim, thank you for joining us. 

 

2 

00:00:45.870 --> 00:00:56.850 

Kim Jackson: Thank you for inviting me it's always a pleasure to talk about things happening in our city, 

and certainly the centennial anniversary at the race massacre is something that everybody is talking 

about. 

 

3 

00:00:57.480 --> 00:01:08.160 

Dewayne Dickens: That is so true and we're glad your voice is going to be added to those 21 voices so, 

can you share with us, what is your connection to the rice massacre. 

 

4 

00:01:08.970 --> 00:01:18.510 

Kim Jackson: Sure, I would say that my connection to the rice massacre is as a journalist, you know back 

in the late 90s, I had the opportunity to. 

 

5 

00:01:19.440 --> 00:01:25.830 

Kim Jackson: talk with and get to know a lot of the survivors who were just starting to tell their stories 

and so. 

 

6 

00:01:26.190 --> 00:01:34.950 

Kim Jackson: Since then i've just been connected by staying close to greenwood following the history 

conducting a lot of interviews and hopefully. 



 

7 

00:01:35.310 --> 00:01:44.070 

Kim Jackson: informing the public and educating telethons and people around the country about what 

happened here 100 years ago and how we got to the place where we are now. 

 

8 

00:01:45.450 --> 00:01:57.750 

Dewayne Dickens: Great and you've provided a great segue to my next question, which is when you 

think of 100 years ago, what do you see as the same and different between then and now. 

 

9 

00:01:59.130 --> 00:02:06.750 

Kim Jackson: When I think about the way things were in the way they are now, I think we still have a lot 

of division between us and. 

 

10 

00:02:07.320 --> 00:02:20.040 

Kim Jackson: I think it's hard for people to realize that would happen 100 years ago still impacts that's 

now, even though times have changed, you know, here we are in 2021 not 1921. 

 

11 

00:02:20.310 --> 00:02:39.270 

Kim Jackson: technology's changed, I mean our clothes and our food and things like that have changed 

but and we still have issues, then from that time and you don't get a whole idea of what greenwood and 

the area of the black wallstreet of America was like because of what you see now so now. 

 

12 

00:02:40.590 --> 00:02:50.130 

Kim Jackson: We are nothing like we weren't in a sense, you know physically back then, you know with 

with blocks and blocks of businesses and Nice homes and. 



 

13 

00:02:50.460 --> 00:03:03.570 

Kim Jackson: And a booming economy in that section of Tulsa, so there is quite a difference, and I think, 

at the same time, we still see some of the same similarities, as far as the differences and the racism that 

continues to exist. 

 

14 

00:03:04.830 --> 00:03:15.450 

Dewayne Dickens: Yes, and so i'm hoping we have many more conversations about that this year that 

continued and create change so next question for you. 

 

15 

00:03:16.020 --> 00:03:26.250 

Dewayne Dickens: What stories when thinking about the race massacre were passed down to you or 

others, you know that seemed to be the most common that you hear or even that stand out for you. 

 

16 

00:03:28.320 --> 00:03:36.750 

Kim Jackson: For me, fortunately I think some of my stories that stand out are stories that came from 

the survivors that when I talk about them. 

 

17 

00:03:37.170 --> 00:03:48.630 

Kim Jackson: You know eyes light up in ears perk up because they remember hearing that story and One 

of those is like George Monroe was a young boy at the time of the race massacre. 

 

18 

00:03:49.560 --> 00:04:00.390 

Kim Jackson: And he talks about what happened when greenwood was on fire, when the riders went 

through through greenwood and he talks about being underneath the bed. 



 

19 

00:04:01.170 --> 00:04:05.040 

Kim Jackson: And the riders coming into their home and his fingers, you know. 

 

20 

00:04:05.610 --> 00:04:12.120 

Kim Jackson: sliding up under the bed, and someone stepped on his on his finger and his sister put his 

put her hand over his mouth. 

 

21 

00:04:12.450 --> 00:04:21.480 

Kim Jackson: To stop him from yelling out loud, I mean, I still remember those stories that's been passed 

down to me, and certainly lots of others, I remember Otis Clark. 

 

22 

00:04:22.470 --> 00:04:31.230 

Kim Jackson: who talked about the night of the massacre and how he was nearly shot at and how he left 

tolson never came back and how. 

 

23 

00:04:31.560 --> 00:04:38.880 

Kim Jackson: His stepfather and went missing and they never saw him again and he's believed to have 

been one of the main people that were killed that night. 

 

24 

00:04:39.330 --> 00:04:50.130 

Kim Jackson: So those are some of the stories that that I remember and lots of others, but those are just 

some of the ones that I remember right off the top of my head that that come to memory comes to my 

mind, really quickly. 

 



25 

00:04:50.520 --> 00:05:14.370 

Dewayne Dickens: mm hmm and those often have such trauma that go with them, along with the sort of 

the definite sense of admiration that these survivors kept a very modest perspective of it and forgiving 

perspective of it, so I see both the admiration and the trauma in those a lot of the stories. 

 

26 

00:05:15.690 --> 00:05:16.830 

Kim Jackson: yeah definitely the trauma. 

 

27 

00:05:17.010 --> 00:05:25.230 

Kim Jackson: And and talking with cannibal Johnson recently we talked about why the massacre was 

kept SP grid for so long. 

 

28 

00:05:26.220 --> 00:05:34.740 

Kim Jackson: And he said, you know when it was all over it makes perfect sense to talk, when we talk 

about it, and when it was all over the white people were embarrassed. 

 

29 

00:05:35.610 --> 00:05:48.990 

Kim Jackson: And the black people were traumatized like oh my gosh this really happened like a really 

bad fight that you know I didn't mean to go that far, with it, you know, but it went so hard you know, 

and it was so traumatizing. 

 

30 

00:05:49.530 --> 00:06:02.880 

Kim Jackson: To the city, especially the black community who lived in fear that you know if they talked 

about this, or if they you know riled up too much that it can happen again they lost everything so they 

just quietly rebuilt. 

 



31 

00:06:03.510 --> 00:06:19.110 

Dewayne Dickens: Right it doesn't make for a great marketing piece to tell people, you can come to 

Tulsa and you may you may get rich overnight, but you also may go through a race massacre so that's 

not a great marketing campaign, of course. 

 

32 

00:06:20.280 --> 00:06:29.760 

Dewayne Dickens: So when we think about the children, particularly so we're going to sort of talk about 

maybe the African American children first and then we'll talk about non African American. 

 

33 

00:06:30.090 --> 00:06:43.740 

Dewayne Dickens: But when you think about African American children today what should they know 

about it screen about the greenwood history that they are that they won't necessarily experience that 

they should be aware of. 

 

34 

00:06:44.970 --> 00:06:54.600 

Kim Jackson: I think they should know what it was and Kevin what what the history of greenwood and 

the black wallstreet of America what that really was because. 

 

35 

00:06:55.530 --> 00:07:02.190 

Kim Jackson: In some parts of North Tulsa we should be able to find things to be proud of, when we are 

tied to a lot of negativity. 

 

36 

00:07:02.940 --> 00:07:11.820 

Kim Jackson: Violence of poor economies, you know done downtrodden neighborhoods dilapidated 

housing lack of resources. 

 



37 

00:07:12.270 --> 00:07:18.990 

Kim Jackson: You think about all that that's tied to North Tulsa, but a lot of times the kids don't know 

what this really was, and I think. 

 

38 

00:07:19.380 --> 00:07:34.080 

Kim Jackson: That that has a lot to do with boosting the esteem of them and saying this is really where 

you come from this is where you come from not that but you know I think kids need to know that they 

need to know the history, about the greatness of the heritage of where they live. 

 

39 

00:07:35.250 --> 00:07:48.990 

Dewayne Dickens: Great Thank you so thinking you know beyond African American children alone when 

we think of non African American students and children in general, what should they know about its 

history. 

 

40 

00:07:50.970 --> 00:07:54.000 

Kim Jackson: I think they should know the history of Tulsa. 

 

41 

00:07:55.920 --> 00:08:05.400 

Kim Jackson: And what that time was like how we got to the point of where we are now it's important to 

know that this section of town was important and. 

 

42 

00:08:06.510 --> 00:08:22.530 

Kim Jackson: it's important to understand why it's why the city of Tulsa needs to be unified, you know 

how this how divisive racism has been over the decades and generations and helping them understand 

why our city remains to be so segregated. 

 



43 

00:08:23.580 --> 00:08:24.540 

Kim Jackson: and hopefully. 

 

44 

00:08:25.770 --> 00:08:29.460 

Kim Jackson: enjoy educated them to an end of bringing people together. 

 

45 

00:08:30.960 --> 00:08:31.860 

Kim Jackson: To understanding. 

 

46 

00:08:32.940 --> 00:08:43.290 

Dewayne Dickens: Very good, and you may have already answered the next question but i'll just give 

you an opportunity to expand on anything when you think of greenwood what are you most proud of. 

 

47 

00:08:49.350 --> 00:08:49.620 

Kim Jackson: I think. 

 

48 

00:08:51.510 --> 00:08:56.400 

Kim Jackson: I think lately I become most proud of, like the people who decided to rebuild. 

 

49 

00:08:57.090 --> 00:09:13.950 

Kim Jackson: And we don't really see all of that now because it's been so long, but you know there's still 

buildings that are there, you still have a barn and amy church that's still there, and you know, like within 

a year, they started rebuilding that those buildings downtown down in greenwood. 



 

50 

00:09:15.180 --> 00:09:25.380 

Kim Jackson: This sort of rebuilding them and to me that just and it was difficult for them to rebuild the 

city didn't make it easy they have all kinds of new stipulations. 

 

51 

00:09:25.800 --> 00:09:32.760 

Kim Jackson: They never want to greenwood to come back and be the little Africa that it was, and so, in 

the face of much adversity. 

 

52 

00:09:33.720 --> 00:09:39.810 

Kim Jackson: Those pie meters decided we are one to rebuild, we are going to come back and they built 

it back better than ever. 

 

53 

00:09:40.680 --> 00:09:49.320 

Kim Jackson: And you look at barn and amy church they had just built these churches down there and 

they burn it down to the basement so they have the basement that's left. 

 

54 

00:09:49.620 --> 00:10:01.110 

Kim Jackson: But then the church Members put their own money up and send less rebuild that's rebuild 

our church let's rebuild our Community, and when I hear those kinds of stories I think wow what a 

spirits. 

 

55 

00:10:01.920 --> 00:10:10.080 

Kim Jackson: Of the people greenwood and the black wallstreet what amazing beard existed here and 

that's what I wish we still had. 



 

56 

00:10:11.730 --> 00:10:23.820 

Kim Jackson: But that's a proud that's a proud moment of feeling, you know I realizing that how they 

were so determined to rebuild, despite the fact they lost so many people lost so much property. 

 

57 

00:10:24.450 --> 00:10:33.270 

Kim Jackson: lost so much money riches i'm talking about generational wealth God people still decided 

to rebuild and they didn't give up. 

 

58 

00:10:34.560 --> 00:10:35.700 

Kim Jackson: And so that makes me proud. 

 

59 

00:10:36.420 --> 00:10:52.590 

Dewayne Dickens: That is great Thank you so much for that answer so thinking about greenwood history 

again or where we are today what concerns you most when you think of where we are with with 

Greenland and the history that that that we have. 

 

60 

00:10:59.610 --> 00:11:00.120 

I think. 

 

61 

00:11:03.480 --> 00:11:16.500 

Kim Jackson: Sometimes we're still as a people divided as a community divided and that might have to 

be the most concerning thing of all but i'm really encouraged and people say like. 

 



62 

00:11:16.980 --> 00:11:31.230 

Kim Jackson: Why did it take so long to do this, why did it take so long to tell the story, I mean it took as 

long as it did, and the Senator Matthews said something really interesting when they were searching for 

the mass graves. 

 

63 

00:11:32.460 --> 00:11:36.810 

Kim Jackson: It took 100 years to get to this point of where we are. 

 

64 

00:11:38.160 --> 00:11:44.010 

Kim Jackson: You know it's going to take longer for healing but it's taking 100 this was easy 

 

65 

00:11:45.330 --> 00:11:51.030 

Kim Jackson: that was Kevin Matthews That said, it took 100 years to get to this point to do was easy to 

do. 

 

66 

00:11:51.420 --> 00:11:57.570 

Kim Jackson: To tell the story and to get to the bottom of things, we would have done it a long time ago, 

so. 

 

67 

00:11:58.080 --> 00:12:09.870 

Kim Jackson: it's encouraging there are some concerns, but more than that it's encouraging to see that 

you know what even it took us this long to get here so we're finally doing something, and I think that is 

the encouraging part. 

 

68 



00:12:11.970 --> 00:12:27.480 

Dewayne Dickens: And, and I think you're going to have me thinking about that for quite a while, 

because if it took us 100 years to get to where we are today, it really presents the question of how many 

years will the healing take. 

 

69 

00:12:28.620 --> 00:12:50.670 

Dewayne Dickens: So that that's just going to be thinking about it well let's let's move on to the next 

question why do you think it's important for us to remember greenlit 100 years later, after the race 

massacre, why is it so important for us to take this moment in time to pause and remember greenwood. 

 

70 

00:12:51.750 --> 00:12:55.020 

Kim Jackson: I don't think what happened on greenwood was ever given its. 

 

71 

00:12:56.040 --> 00:13:06.120 

Kim Jackson: Justice for storytelling and and talking about the history of what happened, so it has taken 

100 years to get to this point, and then we need to, if not now, then when. 

 

72 

00:13:06.630 --> 00:13:18.150 

Kim Jackson: You know another hundred years, so I think it's important just to start you know, keep 

going from where we are, we have made some progress, we are talking about it, we are addressing the 

systemic racism that exists in our city. 

 

73 

00:13:18.690 --> 00:13:30.840 

Kim Jackson: As the mayor has pointed out more than once, and so I think it's important to stop and 

take a moment and say this really happened 100 years ago this really impacts our city still to today. 

 

74 



00:13:31.290 --> 00:13:47.340 

Kim Jackson: This is really something that we need to take a moment and think about and and learn 

from so that we don't repeat the mistakes of the past and to help eliminate some of those challenges 

that we see resurfacing as a result of the massacre. 

 

75 

00:13:49.980 --> 00:13:53.850 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you so much that is really insightful. 

 

76 

00:13:55.110 --> 00:14:12.330 

Dewayne Dickens: What is your message, when we think about 100 years later, what message would 

you leave to Tulsa and really even beyond Tulsa what message would you leave to them to know in 100 

years after this year. 

 

77 

00:14:14.730 --> 00:14:19.710 

Kim Jackson: I think, from issues like racism and the massacre, they. 

 

78 

00:14:19.830 --> 00:14:24.990 

Kim Jackson: They bring in so many emotions from both sides of the issue, and there are people that. 

 

79 

00:14:25.170 --> 00:14:35.640 

Kim Jackson: That say why is it important to recognize the massacre it happened 100 years ago, why do 

we care we should care, these are people, these were total sense. 

 

80 

00:14:36.030 --> 00:14:45.570 



Kim Jackson: That lost their lives, families that never found their loved ones people that lost their 

generational wealth and businesses and homes and property that was still. 

 

81 

00:14:45.840 --> 00:14:46.950 

Dewayne Dickens: have them today. 

 

82 

00:14:47.880 --> 00:14:50.970 

Kim Jackson: If it hadn't been for the master, so I think it is important blessed. 

 

83 

00:14:52.320 --> 00:15:00.540 

Kim Jackson: For us to be sensitive to the emotions surrounding the massacre and I feel like people are 

so insensitive. 

 

84 

00:15:00.960 --> 00:15:08.910 

Kim Jackson: I think they all need to stop and look this happened in our city, and these were real people, 

and it really hurts, and it really mattered so. 

 

85 

00:15:09.810 --> 00:15:21.330 

Kim Jackson: I think we need to all a messenger be take a look at what happened 100 years ago learn 

about it grow from it and realize what happened writing your own backyard. 

 

86 

00:15:23.400 --> 00:15:43.410 

Dewayne Dickens: I thank you so that that was really helpful information and responses that I think 

people will definitely think about a great deal, I have one last question and it's if there's is there 

anything i've not asked that you were expecting me to ask today. 



 

87 

00:15:44.430 --> 00:15:45.510 

Dewayne Dickens: That you'd like to add. 

 

88 

00:15:49.020 --> 00:15:57.390 

Kim Jackson: I really wasn't sure what to expect, but I think I would just want to add when people think 

about how can they learn about how can I learn about the massacre, how can they. 

 

89 

00:15:58.920 --> 00:16:02.640 

Kim Jackson: be a part of what what happened what's happening now. 

 

90 

00:16:02.970 --> 00:16:04.170 

Kim Jackson: There are lots of learning. 

 

91 

00:16:04.350 --> 00:16:15.210 

Kim Jackson: Opportunities and i've been down there and i've seen different people from out of state 

coming to learn about greenwood because they are interested, and I hope that the people that live 

here. 

 

92 

00:16:15.960 --> 00:16:22.710 

Kim Jackson: Would you know take that same kind of interest and take the time to go there and teach 

their children about what happened here. 

 

93 



00:16:25.290 --> 00:16:37.860 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you so much, I feel this is a great honor to have added your voice to the 

conversation, and do you enjoy the rest of your day and thank you once again for for being here with us. 

 

94 

00:16:38.160 --> 00:16:47.400 

Kim Jackson: All right, thank you so much for having me, I hope, I was able to add to the discussion that 

we expect to have through may 31 and then beyond, so thank you. 

 

95 

00:16:48.450 --> 00:16:49.050 

Dewayne Dickens: Thank you. 

 

96 

00:16:49.320 --> 00:16:49.590 

Kim Jackson: All right. 

 


