
WEBVTT 

 

1 

00:00:02.610 --> 00:00:10.440 

Parker Johnson: type, so we should be good to go, so you can start off by introducing yourself and 

explaining your connection to the race massacre. 

 

2 

00:00:11.340 --> 00:00:23.070 

Kojo: All right, my name is kojo F mo Caesar and my connection to the rafe massacre, or one i'm an 

African American and I think. 

 

3 

00:00:24.300 --> 00:00:33.270 

Kojo: Being an African American anybody who hears about the race massacre feels a direct connection 

to it, we see it as part of our our legacy collectively. 

 

4 

00:00:33.780 --> 00:00:47.160 

Kojo: But in a more direct way I actually came to Tulsa in 2013 as a teacher and a kindergarten teacher 

and North Tulsa I, and so I was responsible for. 

 

5 

00:00:48.030 --> 00:00:59.760 

Kojo: Teaching kids to be there, you know best sales and fulfill the highest potential and these kids were 

descended from that great legacy all right and. 

 

6 

00:01:00.720 --> 00:01:17.430 



Kojo: And so yeah so that that is that connection and trying to ensure that I now being a part of this 

community living in this Community having a home in North Tulsa being a Community leader trying to 

ensure that the next hundred years is better than the previous hundred years. 

 

7 

00:01:19.440 --> 00:01:24.720 

Parker Johnson: And then, what do you see as the same and different between back then and current 

day. 

 

8 

00:01:25.800 --> 00:01:29.880 

Kojo: yeah well you know far similarities. 

 

9 

00:01:31.170 --> 00:01:39.030 

Kojo: There are community is still as resilient as it was back then, as many know. 

 

10 

00:01:39.900 --> 00:02:00.360 

Kojo: When greenwood was burned to the ground people of cream would actually rebuilt all right, and 

they came back even stronger and even though grant was Brian down in 1921 1941 was in fact the 

height of its financial success. 

 

11 

00:02:02.640 --> 00:02:14.460 

Kojo: And then it wasn't until you know the late 60s when things really went downhill again but yeah the 

folks in greenwood and North Tulsa and present day are resilient. 

 

12 

00:02:15.180 --> 00:02:26.820 



Kojo: Their enterprising their pioneering there there's a lot stacked against them lot stacked against us, 

but people persevere and work hard and overcome every day. 

 

13 

00:02:28.410 --> 00:02:35.070 

Kojo: In terms of you know you look at segregation and the city is still a segregated as. 

 

14 

00:02:36.270 --> 00:02:50.010 

Kojo: Ever all right and North Tulsa still predominantly African American you have a literal bridge that 

runs through the heart of the greenwood Community you have. 

 

15 

00:02:52.440 --> 00:03:16.140 

Kojo: Farewell tracks that separate and divide North Tulsa from the rest of you know Tulsa you actually 

have Martin Luther King jr boulevard that goes through greenwood but ends right once you hit 

downtown and so those dividing lines are real they're not just metaphorical. 

 

16 

00:03:17.550 --> 00:03:35.640 

Kojo: And and there's still a sense of hostility that the residents of North Tulsa greenwood feel from 

institutions and the city all right just this past year, it was a black wall black lives matter street mural. 

 

17 

00:03:37.080 --> 00:03:49.110 

Kojo: As we know, they were painted on streets all across the nation, but also is one of the few cities 

where they were removed forced to be removed right by. 

 

18 

00:03:49.890 --> 00:04:11.340 



Kojo: Public mandate and city authorities in a mandated that they'd be removed and so these kinds of 

things harking back to those kinds of hostilities that people felt back then and still feel today, obviously, 

a huge differences that. 

 

19 

00:04:12.570 --> 00:04:24.570 

Kojo: The financial success and entrepreneur and economic success of greenwood in the early 1900s is 

no longer present today. 

 

20 

00:04:26.010 --> 00:04:32.460 

Kojo: present day, or we don't have a whole lot of businesses thriving on green where. 

 

21 

00:04:33.540 --> 00:04:36.630 

Kojo: The median income is pretty low. 

 

22 

00:04:38.580 --> 00:04:39.420 

Kojo: and 

 

23 

00:04:41.220 --> 00:04:44.670 

Kojo: there's just a huge disinvestment by the city. 

 

24 

00:04:45.780 --> 00:04:56.490 

Kojo: and green word it's not as much opportunity, life expectancy in greenwood is 12 years less than 

other parts of the city. 

 



25 

00:04:57.990 --> 00:05:04.410 

Kojo: So yeah so we've come a long way from where we used to be for sure. 

 

26 

00:05:06.330 --> 00:05:12.780 

Parker Johnson: And next is what stories about the race massacre were passed down to you or others 

the others that you know. 

 

27 

00:05:13.470 --> 00:05:20.010 

Kojo: yeah you know, one of the things about the greenwood story and the Tulsa wraith massacre is. 

 

28 

00:05:21.960 --> 00:05:31.800 

Kojo: The fact that it wasn't a widely known story So when I arrived and tall since 2013 as a teach for 

America core Member. 

 

29 

00:05:32.850 --> 00:05:45.330 

Kojo: kindergarten teacher and we had an orientation and they introduced us to Tulsa and the and the 

greenwood story That was my first time hearing about it right, and I was very ashamed. 

 

30 

00:05:46.530 --> 00:06:00.000 

Kojo: Because i've gone to a great schools, and you know, taking my education seriously and thought I 

was a student of history, and here I was finding out about this remarkable and tragic story about history. 

 

31 

00:06:01.170 --> 00:06:14.580 



Kojo: But then I came to find out that, in fact, there were people that grew up here in Tulsa and had 

lived there their whole lives and didn't know about this history and story, and that in fact the city and 

others had. 

 

32 

00:06:15.270 --> 00:06:26.940 

Kojo: tried very hard to sweep this under the rug and ensure that it didn't see the light of day, so, so I 

think that's where we have to start with is that it's not widely known and it's still not as widely known 

right. 

 

33 

00:06:27.840 --> 00:06:41.400 

Kojo: there's a whole lot of people around the country that only came to find out about the story and 

history through watchmen on Hollywood you know in Hollywood you know produce series. 

 

34 

00:06:42.570 --> 00:06:51.900 

Kojo: And left crap country and those kinds of things as Hollywood begins to take an interest in the story 

more and more people are finding out about it. 

 

35 

00:06:52.290 --> 00:07:06.210 

Kojo: But, but once you arrive, and you here, and you, you talk to people you talk to the descendants, 

and you get to actually hear the story you hear about you know the pioneers know O w girly or jb 

strapped for. 

 

36 

00:07:06.900 --> 00:07:19.020 

Kojo: john Williams and entrepreneurs and people who took risks and people who overcame barriers 

and Jim crow and segregation and oppression. 

 

37 



00:07:19.920 --> 00:07:31.710 

Kojo: And banded together and support one another and build businesses right and built schools and 

built, you know their own banking system and their own transportation system and. 

 

38 

00:07:32.790 --> 00:07:39.600 

Kojo: You know at there were six private jets in North Tulsa and a State down only had one airport. 

 

39 

00:07:41.190 --> 00:08:01.200 

Kojo: And, and so you hear these stories and then obviously also hear the tragic, you know stories about 

you know that you know the dates that live in infamy on may 31 and June 1 and the mob and people 

storming you know greenwood and. 

 

40 

00:08:02.220 --> 00:08:19.920 

Kojo: Different houses and you know black families, having a high you know kids having to hide in the 

beds and hearing right men break into their homes and take their items, and you know she family 

members and burn down homes. 

 

41 

00:08:21.060 --> 00:08:34.440 

Kojo: it's very tragic, but you also hear about I said, people like BC Franklin who was an attorney and 

really led the effort after the massacre to. 

 

42 

00:08:35.280 --> 00:08:46.260 

Kojo: mobilize the Community to rebuild and to come back even stronger than before, so there's so 

many lessons so many heroes so many things and stories that. 

 

43 



00:08:47.340 --> 00:08:53.610 

Kojo: For us to learn about and to be encouraged, about and to learn from and to use as a way to. 

 

44 

00:08:54.660 --> 00:08:57.000 

Kojo: inspire us to build a brighter future. 

 

45 

00:08:58.980 --> 00:09:04.530 

Parker Johnson: And next is, what do you think our African American children should know about 

greenwood and its history. 

 

46 

00:09:05.310 --> 00:09:08.250 

Kojo: yeah I think for our children. 

 

47 

00:09:09.270 --> 00:09:21.840 

Kojo: This story provides a great opportunity to give them role models right give them examples of who 

they could be right, I know there's a tragic part of the story and. 

 

48 

00:09:22.440 --> 00:09:36.180 

Kojo: Unfortunately, sometimes we only focus on that part of the story before our children, I think they 

need to know that they are descended from greatness right the we're not asking them to do something 

that has never been done before right they have. 

 

49 

00:09:37.230 --> 00:09:55.680 



Kojo: A legacy of excellence and flowing through the bloodstream, and so it is important for them to 

know that they live in this place that was once the wealthiest African American Community in the nation 

and most enterprising and pioneering. 

 

50 

00:09:56.790 --> 00:09:57.570 

Kojo: And that. 

 

51 

00:09:58.860 --> 00:10:09.210 

Kojo: They have something to look forward to, they have a challenge on their hands right to be the 

future leaders of this community and to rebuild and to build it better than. 

 

52 

00:10:09.630 --> 00:10:21.420 

Kojo: it ever was alright that's something that I think can be very motivating for our young people and 

cause them to fall in love with history and to learn about. 

 

53 

00:10:21.930 --> 00:10:34.260 

Kojo: The stories and to craft a path forward for their own lives right and to find meaning and and trying 

to do that and to redeem and reclaim that legacy. 

 

54 

00:10:36.360 --> 00:10:41.880 

Parker Johnson: And what do you think are non African American children to know about greenwood in 

its history. 

 

55 

00:10:42.540 --> 00:10:46.140 

Kojo: yeah I think that's a great question and. 



 

56 

00:10:47.220 --> 00:11:06.810 

Kojo: there's a lot that we have to grapple with right, I think, unfortunately sometimes people feel like 

we have to protect our young people from the truth, in a sense, right and the harsh realities of history, 

but we do them a disservice when we do that all right, because. 

 

57 

00:11:07.950 --> 00:11:26.190 

Kojo: there's a quote that says that those who do not learn from the history are bound to repeat it, and 

we do not want to repeat this tragic history and so just as important to ensure that our non African 

American students, you know our White students. 

 

58 

00:11:27.330 --> 00:11:37.560 

Kojo: understand this history and understand all parts of it and the nasty underbelly of racism and white 

supremacy. 

 

59 

00:11:38.850 --> 00:11:42.780 

Kojo: run a muck right and what happens when you ignore that. 

 

60 

00:11:44.430 --> 00:11:55.650 

Kojo: And don't really get Ahold of it right, it can become very destructive and the destruction of 

greenwood that not just effects right the black folks, even though they. 

 

61 

00:11:56.760 --> 00:11:57.690 

Kojo: were affected. 

 



62 

00:11:58.920 --> 00:12:12.600 

Kojo: More than anybody else, but it also rock all the Tulsa and all of our whole country from being able 

to have all the gifts and talents and you know innovations that could have been. 

 

63 

00:12:13.350 --> 00:12:21.120 

Kojo: Alright, and the kind of city that we truly could have been perhaps we would be a world class city 

right now right. 

 

64 

00:12:21.450 --> 00:12:33.030 

Kojo: Had we not, you know, engage in those horrific acts and So yes, I think our non African American 

students need to know the history, just as much, and they need to grapple with it. 

 

65 

00:12:33.690 --> 00:12:45.540 

Kojo: And the role that their ancestors played in this and ask themselves what they're willing to do and 

what challenge they're willing to take on, to ensure that the next 100 years is different from the last. 

 

66 

00:12:47.460 --> 00:12:50.820 

Parker Johnson: And next, what are you most proud of when you think of greenwood. 

 

67 

00:12:51.660 --> 00:13:06.690 

Kojo: yeah I think our kind of reiterate the notion that you know, sometimes when we talk about 

greenwood we talked about 1921 and we just make it solely about 1921 but what inspired me was the 

fact that wow. 

 

68 



00:13:07.710 --> 00:13:12.480 

Kojo: One they built the wealthiest man community in the nation. 

 

69 

00:13:13.980 --> 00:13:29.880 

Kojo: During a time of right explicit and overt racism and oppression and segregation right and black 

people couldn't go to the white part of town couldn't patronize white stores and businesses right. 

 

70 

00:13:30.720 --> 00:13:43.530 

Kojo: There were all these barriers and they were able to build this wonderful awesome community and 

then this Community gets burned down people get murdered right, you have this traumatic experience. 

 

71 

00:13:43.950 --> 00:13:57.030 

Kojo: And they pulled together once again and resolve to rebuild right i'm against all odds and they in 

fact succeed and rebuilding and become successful, even more so than they were prior. 

 

72 

00:13:58.320 --> 00:14:06.660 

Kojo: And that that is just a an amazing story right of triumph over tragedy all right. 

 

73 

00:14:07.590 --> 00:14:26.160 

Kojo: And, and so that that is part of the story, and I think it is an opportunity that we should all take not 

just to tell a sad story, but to also tell an inspirational story and use it as a way to inspire the next 

generation to similar greatness. 

 

74 

00:14:28.470 --> 00:14:32.070 



Parker Johnson: What concerns you most when you think of greenwood's history. 

 

75 

00:14:33.840 --> 00:14:34.410 

Kojo: yeah. 

 

76 

00:14:36.060 --> 00:14:53.550 

Kojo: What concerns me most is the notion that you can do everything that we tell people to do right, 

you know a lot of folks now will tell people you know get an education right focus on what matters right. 

 

77 

00:14:55.230 --> 00:15:06.450 

Kojo: don't complain about the in justices are the barriers that you face just put your head down and 

build right invest in your own community, you know build businesses. 

 

78 

00:15:08.250 --> 00:15:21.690 

Kojo: Support black businesses like do all these things, these folks in greenwood did all of those things, 

and they they focus on themselves and they did what they were supposed to do and they experienced 

success and yet still. 

 

79 

00:15:23.250 --> 00:15:39.150 

Kojo: Right had to deal with and face the consequences of this tragic event, and so, but concerning part 

of it is man like you know what can you do right when when you succumb to the oppression and. 

 

80 

00:15:40.380 --> 00:15:57.090 

Kojo: systemic racism and the barriers that exist be or you know pathologies is then talk about African 

Americans, you know being incarcerated or being more susceptible to crime and all these tropes right. 



 

81 

00:15:58.170 --> 00:16:06.660 

Kojo: And and and then, when we actually have communities that build and are successful, then they 

face the backlash right and the jealousy. 

 

82 

00:16:07.740 --> 00:16:19.770 

Kojo: From from the system, and so that is concerning I, because if you are trying to look to the future 

and tell the next generation to build a greenwood. 

 

83 

00:16:20.220 --> 00:16:33.960 

Kojo: Are you condemning them to experiencing the same consequences or green word right will there 

be a similar backlash from white people and and the system as a whole. 

 

84 

00:16:35.340 --> 00:16:56.160 

Kojo: reacting to the success of black Community alright, so that is concerning, and that is why we have 

to really deal with and grapple with this history and ensure that our behavior is actually going to change 

moving forward, right from the bottom system and how it reacts of black success. 

 

85 

00:16:58.890 --> 00:17:05.160 

Parker Johnson: Why do you think it's important for us to remember greenwood 100 years after the race 

massacre occurred. 

 

86 

00:17:06.240 --> 00:17:06.720 

Kojo: yeah. 

 



87 

00:17:08.430 --> 00:17:14.880 

Kojo: Those who do not learn from the history are doomed to repeat it right and 100 years it's. 

 

88 

00:17:15.900 --> 00:17:29.310 

Kojo: Right it's it's too long to you know be remembering but hey, we have to do it and we have to 

commemorate this and we have to not just commemorated I remember it. 

 

89 

00:17:30.990 --> 00:17:40.050 

Kojo: We have to use it as an opportunity to make amends, if you will, right and to atone and so. 

 

90 

00:17:41.910 --> 00:17:51.420 

Kojo: And you know this summer coming up, as we commemorate 100 years it's not just about having 

press conferences and having speeches and you know. 

 

91 

00:17:51.840 --> 00:18:03.510 

Kojo: Saying nice things it's going to be really about a reckoning, and a grappling with you know what 

happened, how it impacts, where we are today. 

 

92 

00:18:04.440 --> 00:18:15.990 

Kojo: And what we are willing to do to ensure that the future is different than that past, and so I say that 

needs to be an apology. 

 

93 

00:18:16.950 --> 00:18:28.470 



Kojo: From the city and from the institutions that cause that harm right there needs to be an 

acknowledgement right. 

 

94 

00:18:29.460 --> 00:18:40.830 

Kojo: That this actually in fact happened, and that it actually impacts, a lot of the outcomes that we're 

experiencing today and the black community and in our city as a whole. 

 

95 

00:18:41.280 --> 00:18:51.870 

Kojo: And then there needs to be atonement I were those that were responsible connected to the 

institutions that are responsible and the people that are responsible. 

 

96 

00:18:53.550 --> 00:18:59.400 

Kojo: really put forth proposals and gestures of goodwill. 

 

97 

00:19:00.510 --> 00:19:10.020 

Kojo: That signal to the Community, that they are actually in fact serious about their apology and their 

acknowledgement and that. 

 

98 

00:19:10.860 --> 00:19:25.140 

Kojo: That apology and acknowledgement is going to lead to a change in behavior moving forward, so 

that we can actually build one city, a city that is walking hand in hand with a shared future right. 

 

99 

00:19:26.220 --> 00:19:28.800 

Kojo: And so that is why it's important to. 



 

100 

00:19:30.030 --> 00:19:38.040 

Kojo: commemorate this 100 years later, and ensure that we can use it as a pivot point and an inflection 

point for a brighter future. 

 

101 

00:19:40.080 --> 00:19:44.010 

Parker Johnson: And what is your message to tell since 100 years from now. 

 

102 

00:19:45.090 --> 00:20:00.210 

Kojo: yeah I mean my message to talk for 100 years from now, one I hope because you know there's a 

quote that says the eyes of the future are looking back at us and praying that we see beyond our time 

and do the right things, all right. 

 

103 

00:20:01.230 --> 00:20:13.980 

Kojo: And so, my message to them is we're trying we're trying to do our best right we're trying to be 

courageous or trying to be consent SIS and to really. 

 

104 

00:20:14.880 --> 00:20:31.590 

Kojo: Do all the things that are necessary required to move this city forward and to move things forward 

in the right direction, so that if they're watching this 100 years from now, you know it's a drastically 

different city. 

 

105 

00:20:32.730 --> 00:20:43.920 

Kojo: And they can look back and be proud of you know what we did in this time to ensure that they 

lived in a better time and that they were able to. 



 

106 

00:20:45.150 --> 00:20:53.760 

Kojo: have equal opportunity to manifest or for and highest potential and to build the best city and the 

best community. 

 

107 

00:20:54.780 --> 00:21:00.930 

Kojo: That they could and so just you know give more and more people opportunity. 

 

108 

00:21:02.550 --> 00:21:07.080 

Parker Johnson: And lastly, is there anything that I haven't asked you that you'd like to add to this. 

 

109 

00:21:08.100 --> 00:21:14.820 

Kojo: Man well, these have been awesome questions great questions and a opportunity to reflect. 

 

110 

00:21:17.220 --> 00:21:22.620 

Kojo: On the thing that I want to end with this notion of. 

 

111 

00:21:24.690 --> 00:21:26.850 

Kojo: grace all right and. 

 

112 

00:21:28.560 --> 00:21:39.180 



Kojo: Sometimes we are shamed all right we're ashamed of our past or ashamed of history and that 

causes us to act in ways that are not really. 

 

113 

00:21:40.080 --> 00:22:03.930 

Kojo: beneficial right to building a better future, and we all need to give ourselves some grace right we 

we don't come from a perfect past right history is littered with tragic instances right you read history it's 

really been about conquests and empire and domination right. 

 

114 

00:22:05.460 --> 00:22:06.030 

Kojo: and 

 

115 

00:22:07.830 --> 00:22:13.230 

Kojo: You know there's just been a whole lot of horrific incidents that have happened throughout history 

there's also been. 

 

116 

00:22:13.500 --> 00:22:25.380 

Kojo: Right, a lot of great things that are come from that all right, in terms of US grappling with that 

history and trying to be better and trying to learn the lessons of history and trying to. 

 

117 

00:22:26.250 --> 00:22:40.200 

Kojo: Progress right and be better and, if you look at the whole sweep of history and you look at our 

time now in the broader context right, we are actually I more free than we've ever been as. 

 

118 

00:22:41.220 --> 00:22:50.790 



Kojo: A human culture, if you will, right less people are living in poverty than i've ever you know live in 

poverty. 

 

119 

00:22:51.510 --> 00:23:02.760 

Kojo: throughout the course of history right, we are healthier than we ever been throughout the course 

of history right we've gone from the K, to the moon, and now we're trying to make it tomorrow's right. 

 

120 

00:23:03.360 --> 00:23:16.800 

Kojo: And so, when you look at it in that sense right, you can hopefully become more optimistic about 

our prospects right of building a better future, and you know not be so pessimistic and. 

 

121 

00:23:17.580 --> 00:23:24.810 

Kojo: disillusioned right about history repeating itself or how tough, it is to actually make change right 

change is possible. 

 

122 

00:23:25.860 --> 00:23:41.790 

Kojo: And if we kind of focus on that, then I hope that leaves us to make the difficult decisions right that 

are necessary and engaging the courageous conversations and the difficult conversations that are 

necessary to bring about that. 

 

123 

00:23:42.180 --> 00:24:00.840 

Kojo: desire and positive future and, and so, for me, I just want to say, I want to be a partner with 

anybody who is willing to engage in that kind of bold and courageous right endeavor all in service to 

building a brighter future for the next generation. 

 

124 

00:24:02.850 --> 00:24:12.870 



Parker Johnson: Alright, well, that concludes this interview, I appreciate all your answers thanks for 

taking the time to do this for us and hope you have a good rest of your day. 

 

125 

00:24:13.290 --> 00:24:14.640 

Kojo: awesome, thank you for having me. 

 

126 

00:24:15.240 --> 00:24:16.380 

Parker Johnson: All right, take care bye bye. 

 


