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1 

00:00:16.529 --> 00:00:17.460 

Tyrance Billingsley: Alright, so. 

 

2 

00:00:19.170 --> 00:00:20.760 

Tyrance Billingsley: If I were to leave a message to. 

 

3 

00:00:21.810 --> 00:00:32.190 

Tyrance Billingsley: Future generations regarding you know what they should know about greenwood 

would be that you know if your first and foremost, if you're black in Tulsa you are an heir to a glorious or 

heritage. 

 

4 

00:00:33.300 --> 00:00:36.270 

Tyrance Billingsley: Like black wallstreet with something likes of which. 

 

5 

00:00:37.350 --> 00:00:40.020 

Tyrance Billingsley: Our country i've never seen before, and. 

 

6 

00:00:41.820 --> 00:00:47.850 

Tyrance Billingsley: But even though that was the case i'm determined to make sure that it's not the 

likes of something that will never see you again. 

 

7 



00:00:49.470 --> 00:00:56.850 

Tyrance Billingsley: growing up here and knowing the stories of black Wall Street in the histories of black 

Wall Street, and knowing that something like that actually existed. 

 

8 

00:00:57.180 --> 00:01:12.660 

Tyrance Billingsley: In spite of all the issues and all of the systematic obstacles that Jim crow presented 

and the overall a hatred that that was in the culture of America towards black people, it was nothing 

short of a miracle that what was built here was built so. 

 

9 

00:01:14.040 --> 00:01:21.450 

Tyrance Billingsley: I mean really to future generations it's I mean, how would you feel you know they 

always tell specifically young black people to. 

 

10 

00:01:21.750 --> 00:01:31.740 

Tyrance Billingsley: know that how well, you came from King kings and that's absolutely true, but you 

know for for those of us who are who are descendants of those a black Wall Street who live in Tulsa and. 

 

11 

00:01:32.310 --> 00:01:40.740 

Tyrance Billingsley: For those who will be a future generations, I mean it's you don't have to go back that 

far to find what you would equate to royalty you just have to go back 100 years which. 

 

12 

00:01:41.010 --> 00:01:55.080 

Tyrance Billingsley: If you really think about it in the span of history really isn't that long ago, there are 

people, we still have some survivors alive and are in some of the survivors, most recently died so I mean 

it's not it's not out of reach of. 

 

13 



00:01:55.680 --> 00:02:07.290 

Tyrance Billingsley: What was it like Wall Street, the level of collaboration and innovation and just 

tenacity, that you had to have to build these successful businesses and. 

 

14 

00:02:08.010 --> 00:02:16.560 

Tyrance Billingsley: Obviously during Jim crow you couldn't you couldn't spend money elsewhere, but 

still to cooperate and turn the dollar over in your community. 

 

15 

00:02:17.010 --> 00:02:27.120 

Tyrance Billingsley: Six to 10 times and make so many other people who look like you rich and build out 

that air that on your own community was no was nothing short of amazing so. 

 

16 

00:02:28.020 --> 00:02:35.400 

Tyrance Billingsley: I would, the reason why I harp on all that they overcame and all that they did is to let 

us know that whatever obstacle. 

 

17 

00:02:36.000 --> 00:02:44.520 

Tyrance Billingsley: You would be facing today, you can do it because it's in your blood, you have done 

and survive so much worse, you have climbed. 

 

18 

00:02:45.150 --> 00:02:53.400 

Tyrance Billingsley: much bigger mountains your people have climbed much bigger mountains, I mean 

that's the same blood that's in your bags, even if you're not a direct descendant of black Wall Street. 

 

19 

00:02:54.180 --> 00:03:06.960 



Tyrance Billingsley: But specifically to those those who are that's what's in your veins, so I would never I 

would never get discouraged by anything that you see or hear about what's going on, I would just 

remember that. 

 

20 

00:03:07.590 --> 00:03:26.040 

Tyrance Billingsley: You know the the glorious heritage that you come from isn't just something for you 

to look eagle eyed about at the past eagle eye towards the past about it's something that we should be 

enacting in our everyday lives by showing our excellence and for me personally i'm doing that, by. 

 

21 

00:03:27.330 --> 00:03:33.960 

Tyrance Billingsley: The black textured initiative so we're creating an initiative that the whole goal of it is 

to rebirth black Wall Street. 

 

22 

00:03:34.230 --> 00:03:44.070 

Tyrance Billingsley: As the world's premier black tech innovation economy under a new moniker called 

black tech street so just as black Wall Street was once a hub for black businesses and wealth. 

 

23 

00:03:44.430 --> 00:03:55.830 

Tyrance Billingsley: We want the same thing again, but for black tech street Tulsa will be the hub of 

black tech innovation wealth creation and also producing the ideas that have some of the largest impact 

on the world and. 

 

24 

00:03:56.310 --> 00:04:03.900 

Tyrance Billingsley: Part of why I put that in there is because I want I want everybody to know I want 

everybody to know, because my myself being a born and raised tolson. 

 

25 



00:04:04.740 --> 00:04:12.030 

Tyrance Billingsley: i'm not, I want to use that as an example to show that creating something like this is 

what's in the blood of all of us it's not about. 

 

26 

00:04:12.330 --> 00:04:25.200 

Tyrance Billingsley: myself or any one person, you can find excellence in a lot of different places 

individually, but excellence collectively is well black Wall Street was all about that's what we've got to 

get back to and that's what runs in our blood. 

 

27 

00:04:35.100 --> 00:04:36.480 

Interviewer: There anything else you wanted to add. 

 

28 

00:04:41.730 --> 00:04:51.840 

Tyrance Billingsley: Really, I would I would probably something else that I would add, is really for our 

descendants something something really important and kind of soldering would be to. 

 

29 

00:04:53.280 --> 00:04:55.980 

Tyrance Billingsley: Know generations from now I want them to look back on what. 

 

30 

00:04:57.420 --> 00:05:03.090 

Tyrance Billingsley: How tall set is different 100 years later and i'm not telling them to see one thing or 

another, but I want them. 

 

31 

00:05:03.360 --> 00:05:15.750 



Tyrance Billingsley: I want there to be I want them to ensure future generations to ensure that you look 

at who you look at you look at this commemoration that's coming up the anniversary of the massacre 

and you look at Tulsa and you say. 

 

32 

00:05:16.590 --> 00:05:24.450 

Tyrance Billingsley: You really evaluate all of us, not just not just the city of Tulsa not just white 

institutions evaluate all of us and say what did we do. 

 

33 

00:05:25.110 --> 00:05:32.790 

Tyrance Billingsley: To really rebuild and commemorate is our city in a place to where it makes it seem 

like we we know what happened and we learn from what happened. 

 

34 

00:05:33.540 --> 00:05:41.580 

Tyrance Billingsley: um don't don't be don't be kind to us to any of us really hold old us future 

generations should hold us accountable. 

 

35 

00:05:41.970 --> 00:05:56.640 

Tyrance Billingsley: As to whether or not we delivered on rebuilding black Wall Street, and whether or 

not we right we helped to write this historic wrong, so I know that's something that's probably a weird 

asked, but I feel like that's that's extremely important for future generations to do. 

 

36 

00:06:00.840 --> 00:06:03.510 

Interviewer: Right Thank you so much, Mr billingsley. 

 


