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1 

00:00:04.140 --> 00:00:06.150 

Interviewer: Alright, so he'd like to introduce yourself. 

 

2 

00:00:07.740 --> 00:00:17.460 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So, my name is Vanessa Adams Harris, I am with the john hope Franklin Center 

for reconciliation in Tulsa Oklahoma. 

 

3 

00:00:20.460 --> 00:00:22.920 

Interviewer: And what is your connection for the race massacre. 

 

4 

00:00:24.330 --> 00:00:28.470 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: My connection to the race massacre is. 

 

5 

00:00:32.760 --> 00:00:41.430 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: i'm not sure if I have any family that was here because I am native to Oklahoma. 

 

6 

00:00:42.510 --> 00:00:52.830 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And I know that many of the people who lived up here were from surrounding 

communities, so I come into this as a. 

 

7 



00:00:54.000 --> 00:01:05.070 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Public historian as an independent researcher as a just an oklahoman who wants 

to and cares about. 

 

8 

00:01:06.210 --> 00:01:13.410 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: perspective in stories and African American perspective in particularly in hearing 

those voices come through. 

 

9 

00:01:16.440 --> 00:01:18.540 

Interviewer: That does it's important for all of us. 

 

10 

00:01:20.490 --> 00:01:23.700 

Interviewer: What do you see as the same and different between then and now. 

 

11 

00:01:25.320 --> 00:01:28.410 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What do I see is the same and different. 

 

12 

00:01:30.150 --> 00:01:45.270 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: I see the sameness in the African the African American Community is still here 

right the massacre did not decimate the Community being the people. 

 

13 

00:01:46.590 --> 00:01:49.920 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: that's what I see is the same as then and now. 

 



14 

00:01:51.180 --> 00:01:52.680 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What is. 

 

15 

00:01:55.050 --> 00:01:58.650 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What is different, is the. 

 

16 

00:02:00.210 --> 00:02:17.400 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Destruction of the Community that happens, not with the massacre, but with a 

successful illness of the Community being successful and being intact, that is no longer the case in a in. 

 

17 

00:02:19.350 --> 00:02:25.740 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: A restricted area that no longer exists for this Community. 

 

18 

00:02:27.900 --> 00:02:40.110 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Where African American people were forced to live within a particular body of 

land there by lending themselves to dependency on each other. 

 

19 

00:02:41.280 --> 00:02:42.990 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: That is no longer the case. 

 

20 

00:02:45.600 --> 00:02:51.270 

Interviewer: And what stories about the race massacre were passed down to you or others, you know. 



 

21 

00:02:52.920 --> 00:03:08.310 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Well, there were no stories passed down to me, per se, like in my family, except 

for when I asked my grandfather on my mother's side, why because i'm from biggs Oklahoma and. 

 

22 

00:03:09.240 --> 00:03:26.460 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: We were in they were impressed and and I asked them why and they worked up 

here in Tulsa and I asked them why didn't they move to Tulsa right right on stay on here in a country 

little town. 

 

23 

00:03:27.270 --> 00:03:40.980 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And my grandfather, who never used particular language said that you didn't 

want to be caught up in Tulsa at night, and they killed. 

 

24 

00:03:42.600 --> 00:03:43.950 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: black people in Tulsa. 

 

25 

00:03:45.180 --> 00:03:51.540 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And that was the first time I had heard of that and I think I was about 18 or 19 

years old and I kind of laughed. 

 

26 

00:03:52.980 --> 00:03:53.490 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: and 

 



27 

00:03:54.540 --> 00:03:55.770 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: I was just kind of. 

 

28 

00:03:56.820 --> 00:04:07.590 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: shocked that that would be like what tulsa's identity was for people in the 

surrounding communities of. 

 

29 

00:04:08.700 --> 00:04:13.470 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Concern for their family in saying that you get killed, if you go to Tulsa. 

 

30 

00:04:14.760 --> 00:04:23.310 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And in talking to survivors families, I asked questions like you know. 

 

31 

00:04:24.720 --> 00:04:33.000 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Were you taught this you know in Sunday school you, you know grew up in 

mount Zion were you taught this and they were like no, we were not. 

 

32 

00:04:33.360 --> 00:04:43.020 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: They did not talk about this in the 40s and the 50s to those children because 

they said, you know what are you going to teach a child. 

 

33 

00:04:43.470 --> 00:04:56.370 



Vanessa Adams-Harris: That white people are going to come across the railroad tracks and kill, you are 

you going to teach them to read and focus on doing their best and getting through and getting out of 

school and being successful and being a productive person so. 

 

34 

00:04:57.570 --> 00:05:01.110 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: i've heard you know both ends, so to speak. 

 

35 

00:05:04.230 --> 00:05:08.340 

Interviewer: And what do you think are African American children should know about inordinate says. 

 

36 

00:05:09.900 --> 00:05:13.080 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: I think they should know everything I think they should. 

 

37 

00:05:14.100 --> 00:05:28.680 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: know that it's, especially if those children who are from Tulsa I think their 

families should know where they lived if they lived in this area, they should know why they had to live in 

this area. 

 

38 

00:05:29.010 --> 00:05:38.160 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What did the city of Tulsa how did it feel about African American people have an 

African American people feel about themselves. 

 

39 

00:05:38.730 --> 00:05:48.660 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: They should know everything because that's history that in that is actually their 

history of where they want where they where they're from and where they are. 



 

40 

00:05:49.080 --> 00:05:59.100 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And that will inform them when they start to see why they don't have enough 

supplies in their school right, then they can ask their. 

 

41 

00:05:59.940 --> 00:06:08.280 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Parents and they can ask their teachers and then they can ask the principal and 

they make an ask the board of education, the school superintendent and then the mayor. 

 

42 

00:06:10.590 --> 00:06:16.500 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And maybe they'll get some answers, and if we if we unfold this story. 

 

43 

00:06:17.730 --> 00:06:28.020 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Then we don't look at who's to blame, but we look at what kind of system we're 

in and have that manipulates people in locks people into particular ideas. 

 

44 

00:06:28.710 --> 00:06:34.560 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: that's how we get schools that are disenfranchised and communities that are 

disenfranchised. 

 

45 

00:06:34.980 --> 00:06:48.450 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: because everybody doesn't feel that way that these are the people that deserve 

to have this happen, everybody doesn't feel that way, but under systems where you're manipulated 

then some voices get locked out. 

 



46 

00:06:53.280 --> 00:06:56.100 

Interviewer: What do you think are non African American children should know about. 

 

47 

00:06:57.630 --> 00:06:58.260 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Everything. 

 

48 

00:07:00.960 --> 00:07:11.010 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: There should not be this separation within historical context, you have to show 

everybody existing at the same time. 

 

49 

00:07:11.370 --> 00:07:27.420 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: hmm because children are sitting in the classroom to get there, at the same 

time, and so, as we talk about the destruction of greenwood and the successful illness of an area of 

African American. 

 

50 

00:07:28.080 --> 00:07:35.880 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Community and existence, we also have to talk about the other people who are 

here at the same time. 

 

51 

00:07:36.420 --> 00:07:44.940 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Because if we just break it up and it makes it look like the African American 

people lived at this time, and nobody else was living around them. 

 

52 



00:07:45.600 --> 00:07:49.800 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Except for these anonymous white people who came across the railroad tracks 

and. 

 

53 

00:07:50.520 --> 00:08:03.390 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: bombed them and it that's ridiculous right, we have to show, at the same time to 

compare that O w girly would have been compared to who in downtown Tulsa. 

 

54 

00:08:04.050 --> 00:08:22.260 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: ew woods, as the principle of Booker T Washington high school and a really 

leader in the Community of African American people who would he have been compared to at the time, 

because he was considered to be like a mayor. 

 

55 

00:08:23.220 --> 00:08:31.080 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: This area of African American people and a black school superintendent, why is 

that. 

 

56 

00:08:32.340 --> 00:08:42.390 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So if we don't show the parallel to people's lives, then we seem we were 

seeming to teach segregation all over again. 

 

57 

00:08:43.470 --> 00:08:45.690 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: stay in that in his best not true. 

 

58 

00:08:49.350 --> 00:08:52.020 



Interviewer: So, what are you most proud of when you think of greenlit. 

 

59 

00:08:52.950 --> 00:08:53.580 

Everything. 

 

60 

00:08:58.830 --> 00:09:01.590 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: i'm proud of the fact that the people existed. 

 

61 

00:09:02.280 --> 00:09:08.010 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: right that they actually existed and that they survived. 

 

62 

00:09:08.550 --> 00:09:13.410 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And if they continue to live among and with the very people who attack them. 

 

63 

00:09:14.670 --> 00:09:26.970 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And we know this history throughout American history, even when we look at 

the institution of slavery and how those people who were treated under enslavement. 

 

64 

00:09:27.660 --> 00:09:45.780 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: continue to live among the people that had insulate them right, what does that 

say about people really that have the capacity to not want to turn and have revenge on those people 

who have harmed and hurt them, but to live with. 

 

65 



00:09:46.770 --> 00:10:06.540 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: and not against, so I think it is i'm excited every time I get to unravel these 

histories, I get to unravel our human behavior under certain conditions, because at the base of this 

we're human. 

 

66 

00:10:07.800 --> 00:10:09.420 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And this is stuff that human beings do. 

 

67 

00:10:10.530 --> 00:10:21.750 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So it's not an odd thing at all it's a very normal thing for human beings to 

struggle with each other, being human beings, because that's what the struggle is. 

 

68 

00:10:24.390 --> 00:10:27.660 

Interviewer: So, what concerns you most when you think of being tested. 

 

69 

00:10:28.740 --> 00:10:30.120 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What concerns me mouth. 

 

70 

00:10:33.270 --> 00:10:35.370 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: I think i'm. 

 

71 

00:10:37.800 --> 00:10:40.800 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: version around the. 

 



72 

00:10:41.820 --> 00:10:42.720 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: massacre. 

 

73 

00:10:44.820 --> 00:10:45.420 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: and 

 

74 

00:10:47.520 --> 00:10:50.550 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Not a lot of emphasis placed on. 

 

75 

00:10:52.080 --> 00:11:04.710 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: why we think why we have thought in terms of a race riot and now the name has 

been changed to race massacre, when it was a pure massacre. 

 

76 

00:11:05.430 --> 00:11:19.740 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And so, are we continuing the practice with this language of riot and race of 

segregation and specifically talking about black people with particular words like race. 

 

77 

00:11:21.540 --> 00:11:44.160 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So when we have the language of race riot we always instantly know that that is 

black and white people fighting there's a there's a black component and a white component and there's 

violence and it's like they're in a shared relationship in against the black people. 

 

78 

00:11:45.780 --> 00:11:47.460 



Vanessa Adams-Harris: that's what that kind of denote. 

 

79 

00:11:48.780 --> 00:11:51.840 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: But when we understand what the word riot means. 

 

80 

00:11:53.190 --> 00:11:59.430 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And then we understand that, for some reason race only pertains to people of 

color. 

 

81 

00:12:00.480 --> 00:12:03.630 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And it doesn't I guess necessarily pertain to white. 

 

82 

00:12:04.710 --> 00:12:16.500 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Then we never get to look at the riot in terms of white violence against people of 

color because that's where it shows up. 

 

83 

00:12:17.670 --> 00:12:22.770 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: A riot is supposed to be people in an uprising against the power structure. 

 

84 

00:12:24.060 --> 00:12:25.950 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: How do people that are oppressed. 

 

85 



00:12:27.000 --> 00:12:28.110 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: That get killed. 

 

86 

00:12:29.370 --> 00:12:34.920 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: By a mob of white, how are they, how is that a riot. 

 

87 

00:12:36.000 --> 00:12:47.670 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: That that's something else, yes, it is a master, how is it a race massacre and why 

don't we ever say that when it's pertaining to. 

 

88 

00:12:48.930 --> 00:12:51.660 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: The massacres of Indians. 

 

89 

00:12:52.920 --> 00:13:05.820 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Right, we say the massacre at me or the the master at sandy I forget what I said 

somewhere up and somewhere anyway, but we say massacres. 

 

90 

00:13:06.840 --> 00:13:23.280 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: But when it's black people it's a race massacre we're still containing that type of 

thought, as opposed to saying in 1921 there was a massacre in Tulsa Oklahoma. 

 

91 

00:13:24.330 --> 00:13:33.870 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And African America a high number of African American people were killed and 

some whites were killed also. 



 

92 

00:13:35.130 --> 00:13:43.200 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: But we don't say that we continue to say race race race race race, as though 

white people don't have a race. 

 

93 

00:13:43.980 --> 00:13:44.520 

No. 

 

94 

00:13:46.680 --> 00:13:47.430 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: that's not. 

 

95 

00:13:47.520 --> 00:13:48.870 

Interviewer: My it might be better. 

 

96 

00:13:52.530 --> 00:13:59.160 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: But if we talk about the violence that comes from that and if we wanted to call it. 

 

97 

00:14:01.080 --> 00:14:02.820 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: A white riot. 

 

98 

00:14:03.840 --> 00:14:12.150 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Right, because this is what seems to happen when white are get upset and get. 



 

99 

00:14:14.070 --> 00:14:22.350 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: miscommunication about who's keeping them from attaining success and wealth 

and opportunity. 

 

100 

00:14:23.820 --> 00:14:30.150 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Is not the people that are on the lower rung of the totem Pole, so to speak. 

 

101 

00:14:31.770 --> 00:14:46.980 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: it's not the people who are oppressed that are keeping you from attaining what 

it is you think by their building up what they can build up under the conditions under which they're 

working are keeping you from doing the same thing. 

 

102 

00:14:48.600 --> 00:14:58.050 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Instead of looking at the power structure and who's in the seat of power, and if 

the people in the seat of power look similar to me then. 

 

103 

00:14:59.430 --> 00:15:01.290 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Are they keeping me from getting power. 

 

104 

00:15:02.340 --> 00:15:11.580 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Or is it the people who they have told me are the people who are keeping me 

from getting opportunity and well and so on and so forth that's. 

 



105 

00:15:13.020 --> 00:15:16.650 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: To me, what is missing component here what bothers me. 

 

106 

00:15:19.140 --> 00:15:23.760 

Interviewer: And why do you think it's important for us to remember greenlit 100 years after the 

massacre. 

 

107 

00:15:25.170 --> 00:15:29.520 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Because we didn't remember 10 years academics, because we didn't remember 

20. 

 

108 

00:15:30.000 --> 00:15:43.020 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: We didn't remember it 30 years after the Masters we didn't remember it for two 

years after his master we didn't remember it's 50 years after the math here 16 years after my master's 

70 years eight years or 90 years. 

 

109 

00:15:45.030 --> 00:15:46.110 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So it's about common. 

 

110 

00:15:48.990 --> 00:15:52.080 

Interviewer: And what's your message to paulson's 100 years from now. 

 

111 

00:15:55.530 --> 00:15:56.670 



Vanessa Adams-Harris: What is my message. 

 

112 

00:15:58.140 --> 00:15:58.800 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: That. 

 

113 

00:16:00.510 --> 00:16:09.810 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: You do not learn history history to not repeat it right, we actually learn history 

and we repeat it very well. 

 

114 

00:16:11.640 --> 00:16:19.320 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: So my question would be what has what has happened in the next hundred 

years. 

 

115 

00:16:21.390 --> 00:16:37.710 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: didn't repeat itself because violence can occur, not just with an obvious type of 

violence, where their weapons and people screaming and bonds and such violence occurs with 

language, as well as policy. 

 

116 

00:16:39.000 --> 00:17:01.530 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: urban renewal is a violent policy right every renewal is a can to Indian removal 

like urban renewal removes people off of land and displaces them somewhere where do they go and 

then it erases the landscape of them that was there. 

 

117 

00:17:02.760 --> 00:17:06.780 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And so they have no recognition or no. 



 

118 

00:17:08.130 --> 00:17:15.330 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: representations or anything no identity anymore to that landscape and how it 

looks when they were there. 

 

119 

00:17:16.710 --> 00:17:37.140 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: that's violence, actually, and if we have not learned anything, the next hundred 

years from now, then that means we just repeat history, instead of actually learning from it to grow, 

because so far we've learned history very well and we have repeated every single act of destruction. 

 

120 

00:17:38.460 --> 00:17:39.990 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And only grown a little bit. 

 

121 

00:17:43.320 --> 00:17:48.000 

Interviewer: Is there anything i'm not asked that you were expecting me to ask him, like that. 

 

122 

00:17:50.970 --> 00:17:52.200 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: um. 

 

123 

00:17:53.310 --> 00:17:54.000 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: I think. 

 

124 

00:17:55.290 --> 00:17:58.740 



Vanessa Adams-Harris: I expected ask something about black Wall Street. 

 

125 

00:18:02.070 --> 00:18:02.670 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: and 

 

126 

00:18:04.140 --> 00:18:09.750 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: What I would The other point I like to make about black Wall Street is. 

 

127 

00:18:15.930 --> 00:18:36.840 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: The parallel or comparison to a place that sold black people, that was a slave 

market is not a compliment to the accomplishments of what these African American people were able 

to do after slavery. 

 

128 

00:18:38.310 --> 00:18:41.670 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And so, for that to be the moniker of. 

 

129 

00:18:42.840 --> 00:18:43.470 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: success. 

 

130 

00:18:44.610 --> 00:18:50.370 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: The parallel to your brilliance is a shame and an atrocity, I think. 

 

131 



00:18:51.690 --> 00:19:06.660 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And I want I would want us to grow up from that comparison, because what 

these people did here were greater it was greater than a supposedly Wall Street. 

 

132 

00:19:07.650 --> 00:19:27.210 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And I think we are miss reading and Miss understanding Booker T washington's 

intention in saying that black people can do exactly what we've always known this black people can do 

exactly what anybody else can do because it's human being doing it. 

 

133 

00:19:28.290 --> 00:19:29.370 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: And so. 

 

134 

00:19:29.970 --> 00:19:36.090 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: The successful in this of the commerce area was like a Wall Street. 

 

135 

00:19:37.140 --> 00:19:51.480 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: But in no way in no way did it then because the black Wall Street why couldn't it 

just be Wall Street right, it has to be the black Wall Street, which is the place where. 

 

136 

00:19:53.010 --> 00:19:55.080 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: which was the place of a slave market. 

 

137 

00:19:57.780 --> 00:20:10.200 



Vanessa Adams-Harris: So if we continue to practice this thing that was set down in America, and we 

really have to break from that we really do. 

 

138 

00:20:13.380 --> 00:20:14.040 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: Does that make sense. 

 

139 

00:20:14.820 --> 00:20:19.830 

Interviewer: It does, and I appreciate your time today, thank you very insightful. 

 

140 

00:20:21.990 --> 00:20:23.310 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: you're welcome thanks. 

 

141 

00:20:23.760 --> 00:20:24.600 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: for your patience. 

 

142 

00:20:25.980 --> 00:20:27.270 

Interviewer: Thank you so much for joining us. 

 

143 

00:20:27.840 --> 00:20:28.470 

Vanessa Adams-Harris: you're welcome. 

 


