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1 

00:00:02.399 --> 00:00:15.120 

Interviewer: Alright, so we are good to go so for the questions you wanted to focus on for questions 

seven, which is what concerns you most when you think of the greenwood history. 

 

2 

00:00:16.920 --> 00:00:17.609 

Bill: You know. 

 

3 

00:00:18.660 --> 00:00:24.600 

Bill: there's several things that concern me most, I think, number one is that. 

 

4 

00:00:25.860 --> 00:00:34.290 

Bill: The history not replicate itself in terms of how it, how it came into being. 

 

5 

00:00:35.340 --> 00:00:49.470 

Bill: And I don't mean in replicate in terms of saying how black Wall Street came about, but replicating 

itself in terms of how the societal forces created greenwood where it was more or less. 

 

6 

00:00:50.970 --> 00:00:56.610 

Bill: A really segregated area for the most part, but allows. 

 

7 



00:00:58.080 --> 00:01:06.570 

Bill: people to be the very best without limitation and that's the whole thing about I think is a good and 

the bad about greenwood. 

 

8 

00:01:07.140 --> 00:01:23.760 

Bill: It I think allow people from a business standpoint to be without limitation, but it it it prevented a lot 

of growth, as well, in terms of not really having the financial capital to continue to have green with 

grow, the way it should have grown. 

 

9 

00:01:26.400 --> 00:01:36.030 

Interviewer: Thank you for that we move on to Question a is, why do you think it's important for us to 

remember greenwood 100 years after the race massacre happened. 

 

10 

00:01:36.600 --> 00:01:41.250 

Bill: Well, for multiple reasons, as you, as you know, January six to place and. 

 

11 

00:01:42.690 --> 00:01:54.810 

Bill: it's almost there's so many dovetails of the greenwood story that is so it's it's a big one big 

microcosm to some degree of how America. 

 

12 

00:01:56.190 --> 00:01:59.040 

Bill: America um you know. 

 

13 

00:02:01.140 --> 00:02:06.240 



Bill: me and i'm going to try to back up and in think through all the different events so. 

 

14 

00:02:06.750 --> 00:02:17.670 

Bill: You know oftentimes when I say the events it's a place for greenwood in terms of the master and 

and greenwood I see elements of the civil war, never been dealt with. 

 

15 

00:02:18.510 --> 00:02:28.620 

Bill: In there there by you have January six that took place, because there was no real repercussions, to 

the the southerners that had. 

 

16 

00:02:29.670 --> 00:02:38.550 

Bill: That that basically we're treasonous in their acts against the United States government there was 

never any reckoning, and therefore you have. 

 

17 

00:02:39.030 --> 00:02:52.980 

Bill: You know January 6 place and there really is very little reckoning, that is taking place with January 

six how that kind of correlates with ringwood there had never there's never been any type of reckoning 

what took place for. 

 

18 

00:02:54.510 --> 00:03:04.230 

Bill: You know, do you may 31 in June 1, no one has ever barely been convicted no one's ever really said, 

you know really what happen not so much from. 

 

19 

00:03:04.650 --> 00:03:18.210 



Bill: The African American perspective, but the largest society of a city having such a major cover up 

what really happened and why no one was ever convicted it's almost parallel to what happened on 

January six. 

 

20 

00:03:18.810 --> 00:03:29.460 

Bill: And so um you know 100 years later we're still talking about the same thing that's never been dealt 

with, and never there's never been any one held accountable. 

 

21 

00:03:30.960 --> 00:03:40.920 

Bill: And for the most part it's almost kind of like let's just move on unless just how can we work 

together going forward and as one as Orwell said. 

 

22 

00:03:41.880 --> 00:03:58.110 

Bill: He who controls the past controls the future, so if the past was never correctly dealt with, then the 

future will always be have it will always be kind of skewed just to one person or one ideology going 

forward. 

 

23 

00:03:59.640 --> 00:04:08.400 

Interviewer: and appreciate the answer and kind of relating back to me personally, is when I went 

through some college classes, this is a couple years ago and. 

 

24 

00:04:08.880 --> 00:04:20.490 

Interviewer: One of the classes, we talked about Tulsa race massacre, which happened and I never 

heard about it before and after we talked about that I was like Oh, what happened after that and i'll just 

like nothing really. 

 

25 



00:04:21.360 --> 00:04:22.020 

So I kind of feel. 

 

26 

00:04:23.250 --> 00:04:26.280 

Interviewer: Like it happened, and then nothing really at. 

 

27 

00:04:27.270 --> 00:04:30.060 

Bill: The end the funny thing The funny thing is that. 

 

28 

00:04:30.090 --> 00:04:35.580 

Bill: I mean, I see so many parallels during the course of history of America so, for example, a lot of 

people. 

 

29 

00:04:36.600 --> 00:04:51.780 

Bill: You know, never really saw birth of a nation you look at the X the what happened birth of the nation 

and look at what happened in January six and before birth of birth of a nation really gave even more fuel 

to the ammunition for what happened on in. 

 

30 

00:04:52.800 --> 00:05:02.370 

Bill: wilmington Delaware that the you know 18 1898 and Delaware wilmington Delaware assuming 

woman wilmington North Carolina in 1898. 

 

31 

00:05:03.270 --> 00:05:15.750 



Bill: And then, what happened here in the red summers and then wells what happened here in the so it's 

just a lot of lot of unbuilt reckoning has taken place in him from my estimation. 

 

32 

00:05:16.560 --> 00:05:28.380 

Bill: You know, look hundred years later, as anything and really change I don't know I mean yeah some 

things have changed, but in terms of accountability still hasn't much data hasn't been there's been very 

little accountability. 

 

33 

00:05:30.210 --> 00:05:36.990 

Interviewer: All right, thank you move on to Question nine, which is what is your message to paulson's 

100 years from now. 

 

34 

00:05:38.700 --> 00:05:50.040 

Bill: um I think the best is for Tulsa is to be honest, be transparent, be willing to move beyond where you 

are and really get into the city. 

 

35 

00:05:50.430 --> 00:06:07.290 

Bill: And venture outside of your enclave, whether it be you live in North Tulsa East Tulsa West salsa 

South Tulsa wherever venture out to all parts of the city and see well what the city has to offer, and 

really what are other people other cultures really doing. 

 

36 

00:06:08.460 --> 00:06:15.450 

Bill: You know and that's and that's the thing that's so interesting about Tulsa people talk about tilted 

being super segregated. 

 

37 

00:06:16.530 --> 00:06:24.480 



Bill: In my estimation Tulsa no more segregate than any other part of the country, no, no other really no 

other city, I know people like to highlight that. 

 

38 

00:06:24.780 --> 00:06:35.700 

Bill: But, in all honesty is no different than any other other city i'm in every city has his unique problems 

and usually it's still to some degree, you still say great for the most part. 

 

39 

00:06:37.560 --> 00:06:48.150 

Interviewer: All right, thank you then move on to the final question sort of a question it's anything that I 

have not asked you that you're expecting me to X, that you would like to add to this. 

 

40 

00:06:50.130 --> 00:06:53.520 

Bill: I think I think the I think the biggest thing that. 

 

41 

00:06:54.690 --> 00:07:04.920 

Bill: I personally would like to see a 400 years going forward, I really would would like to see at 100 year 

mark and his little too late now. 

 

42 

00:07:05.400 --> 00:07:19.920 

Bill: I really would like to see development in the greenwood area where the greenwood district really 

has a real strong African American business hub and seeing actual buildings and not not to. 

 

43 

00:07:21.240 --> 00:07:27.990 

Bill: Not to looking back to say well you know it could have been this way but looking forward to saying 

this is what the city. 



 

44 

00:07:28.740 --> 00:07:42.390 

Bill: We recognize the what did not take place and we want to be participants going forward to ensure 

that there's a strong African American economic base here in the city and more you actually see 

physical. 

 

45 

00:07:43.380 --> 00:07:53.190 

Bill: Change physical buildings physical places what I call like a black space and because, for the most 

part Tulsa really doesn't have a does not having a strong economic. 

 

46 

00:07:53.880 --> 00:08:04.800 

Bill: African American base or this really what I called no no real black space, you know a lot of city lot a 

lot of larger cities you kind of go to area and you kind of say Okay, this is this is. 

 

47 

00:08:05.370 --> 00:08:19.710 

Bill: either be chinatown little Italy something of that nature whenever African American people, 

specifically specifically talk about we like to have like a little town or or an area that's really vibrant and 

well developed. 

 

48 

00:08:20.550 --> 00:08:27.360 

Bill: People kind of get nervous, for whatever reason, and I understand why they get nervous is because 

of the history of America and. 

 

49 

00:08:27.930 --> 00:08:37.530 

Bill: it's just unfortunate but I hopefully at this young hundred year mark, we can learn from what 

mistakes we made in the past as a society. 



 

50 

00:08:37.890 --> 00:08:49.290 

Bill: And really not just not just have kumbaya moments and talk about it, but actually be about it and 

say Okay, how can we reach across the aisle and really do the hard work so that way everyone. 

 

51 

00:08:50.220 --> 00:08:56.760 

Bill: can live the best life and not have limitations on where they want to go what they want to be in 

what they want to do in life. 

 

52 

00:08:58.680 --> 00:09:05.850 

Interviewer: All right, thank you, I really appreciate all your answers, and thanks for your time, and so let 

you get back on the road or. 

 

53 

00:09:08.520 --> 00:09:10.500 

Bill: Already printed and you have a great day. 

 


